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EDITORIAL 


Presumption—A gain 


The writing of this editorial is undertaken with 
a burden that necessary restraint may be coupled 
with the resentment and fear which prompts it. 


With all our heart we resent the recent appear- 
ance of Dr. Walter W. Van Kirk before the Senate 
Armed Services Committee in the name of the 
Federal Council and therefore as a representative 
for our own Southern Presbyterian Church. 


Dr. Van Kirk has every right to appear as a 


citizen and to express any opinion he may have. 
But, he has neither the right nor the information 
necessary to qualify him to speak either for or 
against universal military training. = 


Furthermore, we are fearful of the delay which 
may result from the presumption of a Church 
organization in advising in matters about which 
it is not qualified to advise. 


Has the Federal Council forgotten Pearl Harbor 
and Bataan or the fact that these and other 
tragedies were due in part to their pacifistic ac- 
tivities? (For those who question this statement 
We are prepared to supply proof from the official 
records of the Federal Council itself.) Now we 
find this same Federal Council again presuming 
to advise our government on matters they are not 
qualified to advise in; and, with possibly equally 
tragic results. 


The April 8th issue of “The Washington Eve- 


ning Star” carried the following editoral: 


‘Moral Quarantine’ 


“Walter W. Van Kirk is Executive Secretary 
of the Department of International Justice 
and Good Will of the Federal Council of the 
Churches of Christ in America. This is a 
title which leads to the conclusion that Mr. 
Van Kirk is an authoritative spokesman for 
an important segment of church opinion. 


“During last week Mr. Van Kirk represent- 
ed his group before the Senate Armed Serv- 
ices Committee, and testified against uni- 
versal military training. In the course of his 
testimony he expressed the belief that a 
“moral quarantine” of potentially aggressive 
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powers would be more effective than com- 
pulsory military training in safeguarding the 
peace of our own and other nations. 


“Mr. Van Kirk did not define what he 
meant by a moral quarantine. Neither did he 
say how he thought it might have the slight- 
est effect in restraining potential aggres- 
sors. He is entitled, of course, to his opinion. 
But it is not an opinion which is apt to in- 
spire public confidence in his judgment. 


“A moral quarantine, whatever that term 
may mean, is not going to have the slightest 
effect in restraining the Russians. Nor will it 
contribute a thing to this country’s readi- 
ness for war, if war comes. 


‘“‘Experience should have taught us some- 
thing about the price of unpreparedness. Not 
only does military weakness encourage ag- 
gressors, but it also costs heavily in terms of 
human lives when war overtakes an unpre- 
pared nation. It will be a sad thing for the 
young men who will have to do the fighting 
in another war if this Nation is persuaded 
now to entrust its future to any kind of moral 
quarantine of aggressors. Our only hope lies 
in looking to our arms.” 


When the Executive Committee of the Federal 
Council voted to oppose universal military training 
we were reminded again of the audacity of men, 
whose chief interest and knowledge should be in 
the spiritual realm presuming to advise the govern- 
ment on such matters. 


Of course Christians and the Church abhor war. 
But, by thinking our nation and world peace 
are to be preserved by a childish Pollyanna-like 
attitude of wishful thinking, is enough to make 
men turn from a Church which shows ignorance 
and conceit in such amazing degree. 


On the other hand, had the Federal Council in- 
formed the Government that the Church does not 
presume to know what is best for our country, 


and the world, from a military standpoint but at | 


the same time given vigorous notice that, should 
universal military training become necessary, the 
Church will insist that more moral safeguards be 
placed around the young men called into service, 
that would have been much to the point, and also 
fulfilling a clear obligation. 3 
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As we started writing this editorial we received 
a personal letter from Mr. Thomas A. Edison 
Lake, one of the world’s great research engineers 
and son of the famous inventor of the submarine. 
We immediately wired for permission to quote 
part of this letter, which was as follows: 


“It is time that everyone, including the most 
sensitive and well-meaning Christians, recognize 
the Communist menace for what it really is. 


: “We, who are in a position to know something 

about it, are sure that the Soviets are hurriedly 
preparing for active aggression against us and a 
showdown as to which form of government, as 
well as religion, is to survive. I hope you will con- 
tinue to draw attention to this situation. 


“T have reason to know that the Russians are 
building up a large fleet of submarines, as well 
as many aircraft fighters and bombers. Their pur- 
pose is all too evident. I join you in asking, “What 
are we waiting for?”’ 


In the light of world conditions; conditions 
not of our making and which cause us the deepest 
anxiety, how long will our Church continue to let 
the Federal Council represent us in activities 
which may prove so detrimental to our national 
welfare? | 

We do not believe the overwhelming majority 
of the individual members of the Southern Pres- 
byterian Church desire such representation. Some 
are already writing their representatives in Wash- 
ington repudiating the position of the Federal 
Council. Others will be wise to follow suit. 


Finally, the best interests of the Church and its 
witness for evangelical Christianity will be served 


when we sever our connection with this organi- . 


zation which has as its over-all policy plans which 
are so incompatible with the best interests of our 
Church and of the nation as a whole.—L.N.B. 


Perspective 


The environment of the average Christian is a 
hostile one. Because the world is at enmity with 
God, those who are God’s children find them- 
selves daily surrounded by ignorance of, indif- 
ference to and even active opposition to spiritual 


values. 


The Christian needs repeated reference to his 


spiritual compass. The ambitions, values and ideals 
of the world, even though they may follow a 


moral code and seek the betterment of mankind, 


are still those which lead to death. 


The heart of the Gospel, the center around 
which all spiritual truth revolves, the foundation 
stone of truth is simply this,—out of Christ all 
—_ are lost sinners, without hope in this world or 
the next. 


Many years ago Henry Drummond startled his 
generation with his ‘‘Natural Law In The Spiritual 
World.”? Today Christians probably need as never 
before to ponder on the operation of God’s spirtual 
laws in a natural world. 


The Church and individual Christians must 


never lose sight of the fact that until a man is 
born again he is spiritually blind; until a man is — 
in Christ he is dead in trespasses and sins. This 
being true, and it is true, our time and energies 
must be directed towards bringing men from 
darkness to light, from death to life. 
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There is but one way to accomplish this—to bring 
men to personal faith in the Lord Jesus Christ— 
their Saviour from sin and Lord of life. —L.N.B. 


But The Free Church 
Property Was Divided 


In the Christian Observer for March 24th, Dr. 
Walter Lingle discusses the Mississippi Overture. 
A large part of the discussion is directed to the 
effort to establish the thesis that the Presbyterian 
property has always gone as a unit in case of 
division. It is contended that the civil courts have 
always treated the Presbyterian Church as a soli- 
darity. In support of his thesis Dr. Lingle says of 
the Free Church division in 1900: 


“The highest courts in the land decided that 
those twenty-six ministers and their churches 
_ constituted the true Free Church, and awarded 
them all the property. Space does not allow 
me to go more fully into this interesting case. 
The point I wish to make is that the courts 
dealt with the Church as a solidarity. All the 
property went to the group that the courts 
decided was the true Free Church.” 


This is the final statement in the article on the 
Free Church. In letters explaining the article Dr. 
Lingle says he only meant that the church de- 
cisions gave all the property to the Free Church. 
He was entirely conversant with the fact that the 
court decision was not the final action. He was 
fully aware that the British Parliament appointed 
a commission, and that this commission did not 
treat the Church as a solidarity but divided the 
property so that most of it went to the larger 
body, and that the tweny-six ministers and their 
churches got only a small part of the property. 
All the property did not go to the group that 
the courts decided was the true Church. They got 
only a small portion. But the main point is that 
the property did not go as a solidarity. IT WAS 


DIVIDED. 


In 1929 a union of the United Free Church and 
the Church of Scotland took place. But a small 
group of perhaps 150 churches refused to enter 
the union. As a result there has been litigation in 
different parts of Scotland over the property of 
this continuing United Free Church. According to 
the reports I have, the courts are awarding the 
local church property—Churches and manses—in 
some places to the small continuing Church and 
in other places to the Church of Scotland. 


When the Presbyterians, Congregationalists, and 
Methodists united in Canada the Presbyterian 
property was divided some going to the United 
Church of Canada and some to the continuing 
Presbyterian Church. There the division included 
both local property and general property. The 
Continuing Presbyterian Church got the theological 
school in Toronto—Knox College. 


In the United States the local property went 
with the congregation in the divisions prior to 
the Walnut Street Decision. In particular, our 
Southern Church held their local property in 1861. 
Those in our Church who are insisting on the prop- 
erty always following the General Assembly ought 
to think through this matter of the 1861 division. 
Our Church would now be a mere bagatelle of 
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what it actually is, if the USA Assembly had taken 
all our local property in 1861. Moreover, it seems 
that we kept local property on occasion when 
there was litigation. In the Life and Work of John 
L. Girardeau there is an account of the Negro con- 
gregation in Charleston leaving our Church and 
taking its property into the USA denomination. 
But the courts ultimately gave this congregational 
property to our Assembly because it had been 
built by our people. ! 


Whatever we do with the Mississippi Overture let 


us give our brethren of Mississippi a fair con- 
sideration in the light of all the facts. May God 
in His wisdom and grace grant that we shall 
not have to wrangle over the possession of Church 
property. Any union purchased at the price of 
division comes too high. At the moment when 
Continental Theology is realizing anew the place 
of Christ as the sole King over His Church— 
and over all—let us keep aloft the grand Southern 
Presbyterian doctrine of the sole Kingship of the 
Redeemer over His Zion! —Wm. C. R. 


“Testing Things That Differ” 
(Philippians 1:10) 


Both Weymouth and Montgomery e this very 
suggestive translation of this phrase. The thought 
seems to be to “test” in order that we may ap- 
prove the good or excellent. | 


There are many things that, when we first look 
at them, seem to be exactly alike; a deadly poison 
and a healing medicine may look the same as we 
see them side by side in two similar bottles. How- 
ever, the difference in just one ingredient may be 
the difference between life and death. 


Satan has seen to it that counterfeits in the 
spiritual realm are so similar to the real Gospel as 
to almost defy detection. Even in the outstanding 
false religions he mixes enough truth to color the 
whole and deceive the unwary. | 


It was not for nought that our Saviour so often 
warned His disciples so plainly about this danger: 
“That, if possible, they might deceive the very 
elect.”” “Beware of false prophets which come in 
sheep’s clothing.”’ 


There are many today who make light of “hair- 
splitting orthodoxy.’”’ What difference does it make, 
they exclaim; one system is as good as another; 
let us all get together, be brothers, and have one 
world religion! 


The writer has tried all his life to be broad- 
minded as he considers all the “sects” and “isms” 
of the day. He would not for a moment try to 
draw a small circle and shut out all others, and 
yet we cannot help but feel that in our desire to 
be thus broad-minded there is danger that we will 
set our approval on some counterfeit Gospel, 
which, as Paul says, is ‘‘another gospel’? which is 
‘not another.” 


Sometimes a very simple test will determine the 
character of some chemical compound. Likewise, 
it takes only simple tests to reveal the character 
of some religious system. What does it say about 
the Bible? About Sin? About Christ? About the 
Way of Salvation? The man who knows can easily 
detect .the counterfeit coin, or banknote. We must 
know our Bible if we can as quickly see the false- 
ness of some would-be Gospel. 


Spiritual life or death are the issues. May we 
be given, as Paul prays, ‘“‘keen perception,” and 
‘insight,’ in testing things that differ. —J.K.P. 


“Limiting Debate” 
In The Assembly 


By Tom Glasgow 


Elder Of Myers Park Church 
Charlotte, N. C. 


In recent years we have developed the custom 
of “limiting debate’ on the floor of the General 
Assembly. This is done under the plea of “neces- 
sity” in order that the Assembly be able to com- 
plete its agenda. } 


This writer has been privileged to be a Com- 
missioner to five Assemblies in the past. Of these, 
three—possibly four, were conducted without limi- 
tation of debate. These Assemblies completed the 
Assembly’s agenda as promptly as those which 
“limited debate” but with a definitely abler hand- 
ling of the issues discussed. 


This was accomplished by informed speakers 
on both sides of important issues being given the 


floor for a period long enough to present a com- § 


posite and well rounded discussion of their respec- 
tive sides. Succeeding speakers on each side were 
asked by the Moderator to confine their remarks to 
new data which they desired to present or to briefly 
declare their concurrence with what had already 
been presented. 


In the light of this experience of the past, it is 
the earnest hope of many that the recent custom 
of a general action—early in the Assembly—to pass 
a motion “limiting debate’? may be discontinued. 


Either the Assembly is a vitally important Court 
of the Church or certainly should be brought to 
such a standard. It is our highest Court. With it lies 
the initiating or reviewing reports as to the suc- 
cess attained on the basic issues which come before 
our. people. The question of organic Union; of 
membership in the Federal Council; of the Program 
of Progress; of policies effecting the re-establishing 
of our entire China, Korea, and Japanese Missions 
—these and similar great issues cannot possibly 
be wisely and intelligently handled by a series of 
disjointed 5-minute speeches! The mere stating 
such a procedure is all that is necessary to establish 
its unwisdom with any thoughtful person! 


If a day or more be needed to adequately dis- 
cuss and determine our wisest action on these 
questions and others of similar magnitude, the 
actual time needed should by all means be taken. 
To proceed otherwise is to cheapen the Court and 
to lower the report of the Church for the quality 
of its actions and decisions. BUT—by proceeding 
with unlimited debate in the past the Court HAS 
completed its calendar as promptly as under the 
unwise limited debate procedure! We earnestly 
hope that the coming and future Assemblies will 
discontinue this unwise respect-lowering procedure 
of debate limitation which has prevailed in many 
of its recent sessions. We believe the Assembly 
calendar will be concluded as promptly as formerly 
and that the results of its deliberations will be 


more satisfactory to its members and more satis- 
factory to the Church at large as the mature de- 


liberation of its Highest Court. 
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Has The Southern Presbyterian 
Church Any Moral Right To 
A Separate Existence? 


By Rev. J. E. Flow, D.D. 
Concord, N. C. 


When I began my ministry forty-five years ago, 
I heard Dr. E. C. Gordon, an able, scholarly, and 
godly man, on the floor of the Synod of Missouri, 
make the statement that “the Southern Presby- 
terian Church is a witnessing church.” In his speech 
he showed conclusively that his statement was true. 
I was taught the same thing in the Seminary, by 
Drs. Moore, Johnson, Strickler, Hersman and 
English—able and godly men. My own study, ex- 
perience, and observation over the years has con- 
firmed my belief that those honored men were 
indisputably right. And I have not the slightest 
doubt that what was true then is still true. Our 
church does stand for things worth while and has 
the moral right to continue witnessing for the 
truth as we understand it. We are not followers of 
other denominations but “contend earnestly for the 
faith once delivered to the saints.” 


In a recent article in the Journal, Dr. D. S. 
Gage of Westminster College has given us an 


able discussion of some of the ‘“‘Chracteristics of 


the Presbyterian Church in the United States.” 
Dr. Wm. C. Robinson has also pointed out in 
several articles some of the vital and distinctive 


doctrines our church holds. This subject is so im- 


portant at this time, that I want to list some of the 
doctrines and principles for which our church 
stands, as I understand it, and I am sure these 
good friends of mine will pardon me for mention- 
ing some things they have so ably discussed. Space 
will not permit an elaborate discussion of all 
these principles in one or two articles so I will have 
to be brief. 


I. We emphasize the doctrine that exalts Jesus 


Christ as the Great King and Head of the Church. 


See Book of Church Order Chapter II. for that 
sublime and matchless statement, couched in Scrip- 
tural language, and compare that with the mild 
statement in the plan of union. See Dr. B. 

Palmer’s sermon at the opening of the Assembly 
when it was organized as a separate body in Au- 
gusta, Ga. on December 4, 1861. I have never heard 
of one of our Presbyteries ordaining a man who 
did not believe in the Deity of Jesus Christ, His 
virgin birth, His vicarious atonement, His miracles, 
His bodily resurrection, His ascension into heaven, 
and in His coming again to judge the world. 
Graduates of Union Theological Seminary, New 
York, specialize in their doubts and denials of these 
Scriptural doctrines, but invariably find their way 
into the U. S. A. church and become “ministers 
in good standing.’”’ How much, if any, of that do 
we want in the Southern Presbyterian church? 
Suppose we unite with the U. S. A. church, as some 
of the brethren are so eager to do, and suppose 
one of these graduates of Union Seminary, New 


York, would apply to Concord Presbytery for ordi- 


nation, and would give us the benefit of his 


doubts and denials, what would we do with him? 


I believe we would decline to ordain him. He would 
have, and no doubt he would exercise, the right to 


appeal to the Synod of North Carolina. The Synod 
would probably sustain the action of the Presby- 
tery. Then he would appeal to the United General 
Assembly. Judging the future by the past, the 
Assembly would reverse the actions of the lower 


courts, on the recommendation of the Judicial 
Commission, and the candidate would become a min- 
ister “in good and regular standing”? in the United 
church. Suppose we follow that sort of routine 
for a generation or two, as the U. S. A. church 
has done, how much peace and harmony and satis- 
faction would we get out of it? 


II. Through the 86 years of our separate ex- 
istence we have consistently held to the Old School 
view of the inspiration of the Scrintures—“plenary 
and verbal” as applied to the original manuscripts. 
“The Old Testament in Hebrew... and the New 
Testament in Greek... being immediately inspired 
by God, and by His singular care and providence 
kept pure in all ages, are therefore authentical; 
so as in all controversies of religion the church 
is finally to appeal unto them.” “The Supreme 
in whose sentence we are to rest, can 
be no other than the Holy Spirit speaking in the 
Scriptures.” “The infallible rule of the interpreta-_ 
tion of Scripture is the Scripture itself.”’ Con. Faith 


Chap. I. 


This was the doctrine taught by such Old School 
giants as Thornwell. Palmer, Hodge, Dabney, Girar- 
deau, Webb, Warfield. Strickler, Johnson, Gresham 
Machen, and Robert Dick Wilson. A denial of this 
doctrine is the point of departure of nearly all, if 
not all. of the heretics that afflict the churches of 
Christendom. Thev are like ships cut loose from 
their anchors, without chart or compass or pilot, 
to be tossed by the winds and waves on the rest- 
less and raging sea of unbelief. But we believe 
Jesus Christ when He prayed to the Father for His 
disciples, ““Sanctify them through Thy truth; Thy 
word is truth.” 

III. Since our separation from the Old School 
body in 1861, we have consistently held to the 
Old School or strict interpretation of the Stand- 
ards of our church—“in the plain and obvious 
meaning of the words’—as opposed to the New 
School interpretation that accepts our Westminster 
Standards “for substance of doctrine.” Dr. B 
Palmer once said, “‘this illusive and slippery phrase 


is susceptible of neither definition nor limitation.” 


When the Old School and New School Presbyterians 
separated in 1938, Dr. Lyman Beecher and Dr. 
Albert Barnes set the pattern for New School The- 
ology—they had both been tried for heresy. In the 
31 years of that church’s separate existence they 
did not think it worth while to change one word in 
the Westminster Confession. and Catechisms. But 
they did claim the liberty to reject any doctrine 
they saw fit and still claimed to be sound in the 


faith as Presbyterians. The Old School body in 


the North from which our Southern church separat- 
ed in 1861, united with the New School body in the 
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North in 1869 without any attempt to reconcile 
their differences. Then followed the heresy trials 
of David Swing in 1874, of Henry Preserved Smith 
in 1892, of Charles A. Briggs in 1893, who though 
convicted and suspended from the church, con- 
tinued to teach for twenty years, as long as he 
lived, and sent young ministers into the U.S.A. 
church from Union Seminary New York. 


The Old School looks upon the doctrines of our 
Standards as logical statements of Scripture truth 
that hang together as links in a chain, and when 
we subscribe to the system of doctrine that is 
what we mean. Just as Peter found in his be- 


loved Brother Pauls’ writings “some things hard 
to be understood,” we expect to find some things 
in the Standards and the Scriptures hard to under- 
stand and even hard to believe, but we think it 
best to humble ourselves and believe what God says 
about it in His Holy word, and it is much safer 
‘ to believe and obey than to do otherwise. 


TV. More than any other denomination, we em- 
phasize the doctrine of the spiritual mission of 
the church, the separation of church and state, 
anu condemn the idea of using the power of the 
state to enforce the sanctions of the church, which 
logically means the loss of Christian liberty and 
results in persecution. Our church owes its separate 
existence to a political deliverance by the General 
Assembly in Philadelphia, in 1861—the passing of 
the Gardner Springs resolutions that tried to pledge 
all Presbyterians to support the National govern- 
ment at Washington as opposed to the state gov- 
ernments in the South, thus attemping to settle 
the political issue that had brought on the war. 
They did this over the solemn protest of Dr. Charles 
Hodge and 57 others. 


More consistently than any other Presbyterians 
we have adhered to the doctrine of our confession 
—“‘Synods and councils are to handle or conclude 
nothing, but that which is ecclesiastical: and are 
not to intermeddle with civil affairs which concern 
the commonwealth unless by way of humble pe- 
tition in cases extraordinary.” Paul in II Co- 
rinthians 10:3-5, says “For though we walk in the 
flesh, we do not war after the flesh; For the 
weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty 
through God to the pulling down of strongholds; 
casting down imaginations, and every thing that 
exalteth itself against the knowledge of God and 
bringing into captivity every thought to the obedi- 
ence of Christ.” 


The church should uphold’ the standards of 
righteousness and condemn sin in every depart- 


ment of human life and activity, but leave the 


ways and means—the political measures—in the 
hands of the Christian citizens. It is because of our 
church’s position on this matter that some of us 
so strenuously object to the conduct of the officers 
and agents of the Federal council meddling into 
all sorts of political affairs in the name of our 
Church. Over and over again our Assembly has 
protested against their interminable meddling into 
political questions—even advocating legislation 
calculated to stir up class and racial strife. But 
they pay no attention to our protests. 


V. We Southern Presbyterians are firm in the 
conviction that “God alone is Lord of the conscience 
and hath left it free from the doctrines and com- 
mandments of men which are in anything contrary 
to His word or beside it in matters of faith and 
worship.” As John Calvin taught, when the law of 
man contravenes the law of God, we must obey 
the law of God. In all matters of expediency we 
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must be amenable to laws of our church and our 
country—even if we do not think the law is wise, 
or convenient we must obey, but when the issue 
rises into the realm of right or wrong and the 
teaching of God’s word is clear, then we are to 
stand for the right and never compromise with evil 
or false doctrine. 


To manv of the brethren the matter of union 
with the U.S.A. church and remaining in the Fed- 
eral council seems to be only a matter of volicy— 
they have no convictions one wav or the ae and 
seem willing to follow the majoritv. But with some 
of the preachers and many of the ruling elders 
in our church these issues rise into the realm of 
conscience. In matters of conscience Presbvterians 
are hard headed, and if any one thinks they can be 
forced to go against their consciences by majority 
vote, any more than by an edict of an autocrat, he 
had better take off some rainy day and read the 
history of the Waldenses in Italy. the Huguenots 
of France. the Dutch Hollanders, the English Puri- 
: the Scotch Covenanters, and disillusion 

is mind. 


VI. We cannot be accused of being a narrow or — 
non-coonerative church. We coonerate with other 


denominations in many wavs. We “recognize all 
denominations who hold the Scriptures and the 
sacraments in their fundamental] integritv as true 
branches of the church of Jesus Christ.” This is the 
figure used in our Book of Church Order. Here is 
a tree. It has one bodv. but many branches, some 
large, some small, and some medium size, some 
lean one way, and some lean another way—but 
all receive their life and strength from the body. 
So with the body of Christ—some denominations 
emphasize some important truths and some others 


and all contribute in some way to the cause of 


Christ. Show me a tree with a body but no branches 
and I will show you a dead tree. Show me a period 
in the world’s history when there was only one 
church—one body but no branches and I will show 
you the Roman Catholic church for a thousand 
years in the dark ages—that was about the deadest 
thing that was not buried—that kept the people in 
ignorance and poverty and held back the civilization 
of the world for a thousand years. The only branch 
that survived on that tree was the Waldenses in 
Italy that the forces of earth and hell combined 
to exterminate, but did not quite suc¢eed. Some 
of our “ecumencially minded’ men would do well 
to take off some time and read some history. 


In order for us to cooperate with other denomi- 
nations, we do not require them to be Southern 
Presbyterians nor’ to subscribe to our distinctive 
doctrines, but we do expect them to hold to the vital 
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and essential doctrines of evangelical religion. In 
other words we expect them to be Christians when 
they claim to be. Some of us strenuously object 
to officers and agents of the Federal council of 
churches claiming to represent the Southern Pres- 
byterian church, who “deny the Lord that bought 
them,” and make God a liar by “not believing the 
record that God gave of His Son.” I John 5:10. 
Now. if that be isolationism then make the most of 
it, (We refuse to be “partakers of other men’s 
sins.’’) 

VII. We believe in and practice the divinely ap- 
pointed system of church government that honors 
the Ruling Elder and that places him on a parity 
with the minister or Teaching Elder, in all the 
courts of the Church. No Presbytery is complete 
without him. No minister, elder or deacon can be 


ordained without the laying on of his hands. Paul 
' gaid Timothy was ordained “by the laying on of 


the hands of the Presbytery.” In the Northern 
Church the ministers in the Presbytery ordain the 
minister by the laying on of their hands, and the 
pastor of the Church ordains elders and deacons 
by the laying on of the hands while the ruling 
elders in each case look on as mere speculators. 
This idea was submitted by the Committee on Co- 
operation and Union in the first printed plan—our 
elders were thus invited to take a back seat. In the 
second plan it is not clear that an elder is to take 
part in the ordination of a minister. We insist that 
a minister is to be ordained by the Presbytery ac- 
cording to the Scriptures, and that no Presbytery 
is complete without the presence of both classes of 
elders. We are jure divino Presbyterians, that is 
Presbyterians by divine right. 


Taking them as a whole I do not know a more 
intelligent, capable, and finer body of men any- 
where than the Ruling Elders of the Southern Pres- 
byterian church and they are not expecting to 


‘sacrifice their God given right and authority in the 


church by voting to unite with some other de- 
nomination that will ask them to take a back seat 
—they are not willing to “sell their birthright for 


a mess of pottage.” 


It is no secret but a well known fact that there 
is organized opposition to remaining in the Fed- 
eral council and to union with the Northern Pres- 
byterian church, and the main strength of that 
opposition stems from the Ruling Elders who have 


risen in their might to oppose both of these out- 


side issues that are disturbing the peace and re- 
tarding the progress of our church. These men have 


taken time, expended efforts and money, and have 


produced facts, based on documentary evidence, 
that are indisputable and have produced arguments 
that. are unanswerable. So far as I know the pro- 
ponents of union and the Federal council have 
not undertaken to challenge the facts presented 
nor to answer the arguments produced. One thing 
that has impressed me in this whole controversy is 
that our Ruling Elders are sounder in the faith 
and more loyal to the principles of our church 
than many of-.our ministers are, who seem to have 
forgotten, if they ever did know, that our South- 
ern Presbyterian church stands for something 
worth while or has any right to a separate ex- 
istence. I have my own private opinion as to the 
reason for this, and may express it sometime. 


At this time when our General Assembly is 


calling for extra millions of dollars to rehabili- 


tate our mission work in the Orient and to under- 
gird our mission, educational, and evangelistic 
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BELHAVEN COLLEGE 


Jackson ... Mississippi 


A modern, accredited college for young women which 
places emphasis on the fundamentals in education, 
maintains the highest scholastic standards, makes use 
of modern methods, and recognizes the value of voca- 
tional training. 

These advantages are offered under the finest spiritual 
and cultural influences and at moderate cost. Discrimi- 
nating parents should investigate Belhaven. 


_ Write: G. T. Gillespie, President. 


work at home and abroad it seems to me very 
poor judgment, to say the least, to antagonize and 
alienate the elders, deacons, and members of our 
Southern Presbyterian church upon whom we must 
depend for large gifts to support our work by 


dragging in these outside issues that have no vital | 


connection with our program and for which we 
are not responsible and over which we can have 


no control. 


Would it not be a fine thing for the next Gen- 
eral Assembly to adopt the overtures of Concord 
and a number of other presbyteries and drop for 
good these two controversial matters and as one 
of our elders said to me. “go to work and attend 
to our own business?” We have definite responsi- 
bility, in the Providence of God, and a definite 
area, call it sectional if you please, in the Foreign 
land and in the Home land, that calls for the best 
that is in us. We are well organized with insti- 
tutions and agencies and are well equipped to do 
our work, and in recent years have been making 
remarkable progress along all lines of church 
work. Why should the peace and the prosperity 
of our church be destroyed for some visionary 
and imaginary and faraway benefit? 


H. Kerr Taylor Called As Executive 
Secretary Of Program Of Progress 


. The Rev. H. Kerr Taylor, D.D., Nashville, Tenn., 
has been called as executive secretary of the Pres- 
byterian Program of Progress, according to an- 
nouncement made by Rev. James G. Patton, Jr., 
D.D., Secretary of Stewardship in the General 
Assemblv of the Presbyterian Church in the United 
States, which has supervisory direction of the 
Program of Progress. 


Doctor Taylor, Educational Secretary of the 
Executive Committee of Foreign Missions in the 
General Assembly, has been released for one 
year to the Program of Progress by the Foreign 
Mission Executive Committee, and will begin his 
duties May 1. Office headquarters of the Program 
of Progress, which is a five-year program for gen- 


‘ eral advancement of the total program of the de- 


nomination, are located in Atlanta, Ga. Doctor 
Taylor will go to Atlanta under his new call. — 


Doctor Taylor will be associated in his new work 
with Col. Roy LeCraw, former mayor of Atlanta, 
who is Campaign Director, and who is serving the 
Church without remuneration, preferring to be a 
dollar-a-year-man. He is an elder in North Avenue 
Presbyterian Church. | 
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Strong Delusions 


By C. D. Whiteley, D.D. 
Albemarle, N. C. 


This generation will be noted for certain things 
when the impartial historian pens its virtues and 
its vices. High on that list will be the obsession 
to close the eyes to that which is not pleasing 


regardless of results. Never has’ there been a 


time when people are so prone to live in a fools 
paradise. Never has there been a time when the 


demand was so great to avoid the unpleasing and — 


magnify the pleasing, however voluminous the 
unpleasant and fragmentary the pleasant. 


In no other area of man’s thinking is this so 
marked as in his relation to God. One is amazed 
to see to what lengths people will go to bring 
their wishful thinking into some semblance of a 
philosphy of life to their liking. And it is more 
amazing to find those who are willing to admit 
and face the ugly facts of man’s condition and 
note the remedies prescribed. ' 


First, look at man’s attempt to banish that 
which is not to his liking. 


Inspiration 


The multilateral attacks on the Bible all have 
their roots anchored firmly in this overweening 
desire to get rid of the unnleasing facts in regard 
to man’s relation to God. The principal target of 
this effort has been, and still is, the inspiration of 
the Holy Scriptures. The reason for this is that 
the authority of the Bible rests solidly on this 
doctrine of inspiration. Therefore, all these at- 
tacks are efforts to get these authoritative and 
unpleasant facts out of the way so that man can 
devise a more pleasing relationship between sinful 
man and a sinless God than is to be found in the 
Bible. 

Nature Of Sin 


The Bible doctrine of sin is appalling to the 
believer and galling to the unbeliever. It is like 
thrusting a stiletto into the heart. Modern man’s 
high estimate of himself soars to unbelievable 
heights. He has conquered the land, the sea and 
the air. He commands the radio wave, it plays. 
picks up his voice and carries it around the world 
at the speed of light. The smashed atom lies 
prostrate before him, and in its death throes has 
yielded energy approximating the infinite. And 
yet, this same man stands helpless and impotent 
in the presence of sin. A guilty conscience must 
be silenced. He therefore denies the authority of 
the accusing voice, and closes his eyes to the 
pointing finger of God. And the very remedies 
substituted for God’s remedy reveal the primal 
sin of pride. All because he refuses God’s way. 
The way of confession, the way of faith in the 
mediaorial death of the Son of God upon the cross. 


The Imminent Return 


Of Christ 


This doctrine is extra offensive to modern un- 
belief because the Bible plainly sets forth the 
conditions which will prevail throughout the world 
at the return of the Lord. It teaches that the 
kingdom tarries because the King tarries. It 
teaches that the storm clouds of rebellion against 
God will gather so fast and hang so omniously 
low that the Sun of Righteousness, as set forth 


in the Bible, will be all but blotted out of the 
minds of men. At such a time as they think not 
the Lord will annear in flamine fire taking ven- 
seance on all who know not God and obey not 
the gospel. This is extremely ohnoxious to those 
who are. feverishly goine ahout bnilding the king- 
dom of God bv economie planning and anpnlying 
the Christian ethic to a Christless social order. 


The Remedies Unbelief 
Offers 


Dr. Howard Lane. of N. Y. universitv. sveak- 
ine in Charlotte. N. C.. before the North Carolina 
state .eonvention of the Association for Child- 
hood Education said. according to the Charlotte 
Observer of Anril 11th, ‘““‘We are the most un- 
civilized neople who ever lived: we have killed 
more peovle and caused more suffering and wasted 
more monev than any peovle who ever lived at 


anv other time in the world’s history. We can do™ 
things but we lack character and real intelligence. 


But if we can just keep the generals from ex- 
vloding that atom bomh for another twenty years 
or sO, we may be saved by our children.” 


Then Dr. Lane gives his conception of the 
remedy for the maladv responsible for making 
us “the most uncivilized people who ever lived.” 
The children must he taurht three things: (1) 
Sympathy. (2) Morality. (3) Intelligence. 


Would that it were that simvle, but it is not. 
The greatest Christian who ever lived, also the 
greatest psvcho-analyst. said this: “For to will is 


vresent with me; but how to perform that which 


is good I find not.’’ 


And who was to deliver him from such a dilem- 
ma? He answers: “Through Jesus Christ our Lord.” 


Every human heart has within it the seeds of 
barbarism. Would it not be better to lead the 
child to Christ. “If anv man be in Christ he is a 
new creature.” And then teach him that sym- 
pathy, morality and intelligence are pleasing to 
Christ who gives the strength to perform as well 
as to will them? 


Columbia Theological Seminary 


Mr. Thomas Milton Dews. a graduate of Presby- 
terian College, has been elected President of the 
Student Body at Columbia Theological Seminary 


* for the coming vear while Mr. Albert Norman Wells 


of Pensacola, Fla., a graduate of Alabama Poly- 
technic Institute, has been elected as President 
of the Student Society of Missionary Inquiry. Oth- 
er officers elected by the student body with their 


homes and the institutions from which they grad-. 


uated are Mr. John Thomas McCrea, Miami, Fla., 
and Davidson College, Vice President; Mr. Miles C. 
Wood, Statesville, N. C., and Davidson College, 
Secretary; and Mr. Allen Gardner, Jr., Montgomery, 
Ala., and Alabama Polytechnic Institute, Treasurer. 
The additional officers of the Student Society of 
Missionary Inquiry are: Mr. David Adams Martin, 
Gainesville, Fla., and University of Florida, Vice- 
president; Mr. James Eade Anderson, Horseshoe, 
N. C., and Davidson College, Secretary; and Mr. 
Robert Morrison, Augusta, Ga., Treasurer, 
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The Books Of Ruth And Lamentations 


_By Rev. E. J. Young, Ph.D. 


This is the twenty-ninth in the series of articles in Old Testament Introduction by 
Professor Edward J. Young, Ph.D., head of the Department of He- 
brew in Westminster Theological Seminary, Philadelphia, Pa. 


One of the most beautiful of the Old Testa- 
ment books is that of Ruth. Ruth was a Moabitess 
who had married a Bethlehemite named Mahlon. 
After his death Ruth returned with her mother-in- 
law Naomi to Palestine. According to custom one 
of Mahlon’s kinsmen should have married her, 
but, since the next in kin had refused, she married 
Boaz, in whose fields she had gleaned. By means 
of this marriage she became an ancestress of David. 


The first question which we meet in studying 
this little book is, Is the story of Ruth historical or 
not? As might be expected, the school of negative 
criticism does not regard the book as historical, 
but rather as a legend. Some say that it was 
simply written to account for the origin of David’s 
ancestors. Others think that it was composed at a 
much later date, and possibly with the purpose in 
view of protesting against the strictness of mar- 


riage laws at the times of Ezra and Nehemiah. | 


Some think that the proper names are merely sym- 
bolical and are not at all to be regarded as the 
names of historical people. 


For our part, we are convinced that the book 
contains true history and is not to be regarded as 
a legend or mere fiction. In the first place the 
book purports to be history. We read the opening 
words, “‘Now it came to pass in the days when 
the judges ruled, that there was a famine in the 
land” (Ruth 1:1). This is the language of simple, 
historical narrative. It points us right away to a 
certain time and to certain conditions in history. 
We are prepared by these words for the narration 
of an historical event, and that is precisely what 
we find. The narrative proceeds throughout with 
this same simplicity and straightforwardness. In 


other words, it purports to be the account of some- . 


thing that actually happened. In the second place, 
we may note that in so far as the book of Ruth 
speaks upon the customs of the time, it shows itself 
to be accurate and true to fact. During the early 
period, there was indeed friendly intercourse be- 
tween Israel and Moab (cf. I Samuel 22:3,4). 
Marriage with a Moabitess was not forbidden at 
this time. From the book of Ruth we may see 
how it was that David at a later time sought 
asylum with the king of Moab. Again, it is hardly 
likely that a writer of mere fiction would seek 
to trace the origin of David’s ancestry to a 
Moabitess. If this book is not historical, but merely 
the work of someone who sought to account for 
the origin of David’s line, is it not more likely 


that such a fictitious writer would endeavor to — 


discover the origin of that line in an Israelitess 
and not in a foreigner, a Moabitess? No, the very 
fact that Ruth, the ancestress of David, was a 
Moabitess, is in itself an argument for the his- 
toricity of the book. What is of decisive signifi- 
cance, however, is the fact that in the genealogy 
of David, given in Matthew (1:5), the name of 
Ruth is included. Also, in the list in Luke, the 
genealogy agrees with that of Ruth. This is con- 
clusive evidence. The New Testament, which is the 


infallible Word of God, speaks of Ruth as an his- 
torical person. This, for the believer, settles the 
matter. It rules out any possibility that the book 
of Ruth is a mere romance and not true history. 
We therefore may read this little book with the 
assuarance that we are reading true history. 


The Date Of Ruth 


The events described in the book occurred dur- 
ing the time of the Judges. That we learn from 
the book itself. When, however, was it actually 
committed to writing? There are certain indications 
which help to formulate an answer. For one thing, 


David is mentioned by name. Now, if the book 


had been written after David’s death, we should 
probably also find Solomon’s name. Hence, the 
absence of Solomon’s name seems to lend support 
to the view that the book was written sometime 
during the life of David the king. Furthermore, the 
straightforwardness of the narrative, given without 
any apology, as it were, supports the view that 
Ruth was written before the time of the exile. In 
Chapter 4:7, mention is made of the custom of tak- 


ing off a shoe in order to symbolize the renunci- 


ation of one’s claims. ‘“‘Now this was the manner in 
former time in Israel concerning redeeming and 
concerning changing, for to confirm all things; a 
man plucked off his shoe, and gave it to his 
neighbor; and this was a testimony in Israel.” It 
is obvious, is it not, that this custom of taking 
off the shoe no longer applied at the time when 
the book was written. We may assume then that 
this was a custom at the time of the Judges, but 
that it had fallen into disuse in the time of David 
when the book was written. The verse simply 
shows that Ruth was written down at some time 
after the occurrence of the events which it relates. 


In the present lists of the Hebrew books of the 
Old Testament, the book of Ruth stands in the 
third division of the Canon. This present arrange- 
ment was probably made by the Jews during the 
Christian era, and the book was read on the feast 
of Pentecost. There is extant evidence, however, 
that originally it belonged with Judges. It has an 
historical aim, namely to show the ancestry of 
David. However, it also seeks to inculcate the lesson 
of filial piety and devotion. There is a wealth 
of unselfishness and devotion in Ruth’s words, 
‘“‘intreat me not to leave thee or to return from 
following after thee: for whither thou goest, I 
will go; and where thou lodgest, I will lodge: thy 
people shall be my people, and thy God my God: 
Where thou diest, will I die, and there will I be 
buried: the Lord do so to me, and more also, if 
ought but death part me and thee (Ruth 1:16-17). 
As Christians, we can well afford to spend much 
time with this book. 


The Book Of Lamentations 


The book of Lamentations is also placed by the 
Jews among the Writings, although there is evi- 
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dence that it may originally have belonged after 
the book of Jeremiah. At an early date, possibly 
during the second or third Christian century, the 
Jews introduced this book into the service of the 
9th of Ab (i.e., July-August), the day of the de- 
struction of the city of Jerusalem and the Temple. 


It is possible that the book should follow Jere- 
miah. In the introduction to the book as given in 
the Greek translation known as the Septuagint we 
read: “And it came to pass, after Israel had been 


led into captivity, and Jerusalem had been made 


desolate, that Jeremiah sat weeping, and lamented 
this lamentation over Jerusalem, saying .. .”’ This 
is of course, very early testimony to the Jeremianic 
authorship and this testimony is supported by both 


the Jewish and Christian witness. As far as the 


contents of Lamentations are concerned, they also 
lend their support to the view that Jeremiah was 


the author. 
It should be noted that Chapters 1, 2, 4, and 5 


have each twenty-two verses, and Chapter 3 has 66 > 


or 3 times 22 verses. Now there are just twenty- 
two letters in the Hebrew alphabet. Chapters 1, 2 
and 4 are arranged as acrostics, each verse begins 
with a different letter of the alphabet, and this 
order is followed throughout the alphabet. Thus, 
the first verse begins with the first letter; the 
second verse begins with the second letter, etc. 
and so on throughout the twenty-two letters of the 
Hebrew alphabet. 


In Chapter 3, i.e., the chapter with 66 verses, 
the first three verses each begins with the first 
letter of the Hebrew alphabet, the second three 
verses each begins with the second letter, and so on 
throughout the alphabet. The fifth chapter, al- 
though it contains twenty-two verses, nevertheless 
does not exhibit the acrostic order. 


Arrangement Of The Book 


The book falls into five distinct sections, which 
are indicated by the chapter divisions. 


Chapter One. The key to the theme is found in 
the first words. ‘“‘“How doth the city sit solitary, 
that was full of people?” This line expresses a dirge 
of lament. It will be noted that the second half 
of the line is shorter than the first half, and 
there are those who believe that this particular 
form of Hebrew writing was used to express 
laments. They call this the Qinah (Lament) meter. 
However, this particular form is not restricted to 


tthe expression of laments. The author begins, then 


to lament over the downfall of the beloved city, 
Jerusalem. 


In Verses 11b-16, the city is personified and 
speaks in her own name. She appeals to the Lord: 
‘See, O LORD, and consider, for Iam become vile’”’ 
(1:11b). She acknowledges that her desolation is 
the work of the Lord (Vs. 12) and that it has come 
because of His fierce anger. Beginning with 
Verse 18, the city acknowledges her transgression 
and appeals to the Lord for forgiveness, “The Lord 
is righteous; for I have rebelled against His com- 
mandments: hear, I pray you, all people, and behold 
my sorrow: my virgins and my young men are 
gone into captivity.”’ 


Chapter Two. The poet continues with a further 
lament over the affliction that has come upon 
Jerusalem, and appeals to the city to turn to the 
Lord: “Arise, cry out in the night: in the begin- 


nisg of the watches pour out thine heart like 


water before the face of the Lord, lift up thy 
hands toward Him for the life of thy young 
children, that faint for hunger in the top of every 
street” (2:19). 


Chapter Three. The third lamentation continues 
in much the same vein. The author speaks of the 
difficulty which he had undergone in the service 
of the Lord. “I am the man that hath seen afflic. 
tion by the rod of his wrath. He hath led me 
and brought me into darkness, but not into light” 
(3:1-2). Yet he feels sure that the Lord will bring 
vengeance upon the enemies of his people. “Render 
unto them a recompense, O Lord, according to the 
work of their hands” (3:64). 


Chapter Four. A vivid description of the depths 
of misery into which the people have fallen. This is 
contrasted with the former state of the city. 


Chapter Five. A further description of the 
misery of the people and a prayer that the Lord 
will save them. “Turn thou us unto thee, O Lord, 
‘eai) shall be turned; renew our days as of old” 


The book serves to show the tragedy that was 
found in the heart of one who had seen the out- 
ward form of the theocracy destroyed. The city 
of God, Zion, now lay in waste. The Temple was 
no more. The dwelling place of God upon earth 
was destroyed, and the people were gone into 
captivity with the edge of the sword. What greater 
tragedy than this could there be? 


But the writer knows the only source of Hope. 
It is in God. Turn thou us unto thee, he prays, and 
that prayer was indeed fulfilled in the sending of 
Jesus Christ. The book opens up to us the heart of 
one who deeply loved the kingdom of God. So also 
should we have grief of heart at every misfortune 
that hinders the work of the Lord. | 


Africa Mission Needs Planer 


The Africa Mission of our Church needs a belt- 
driven single-surface planer, capacity 18-inch to 24- 
inch width by 6-inch thickness of board. It is for 


_ very rough work on very hard woods. One of the 


old-time, rugged, simple planers, with two-knife 
square-head cutter, belt driven, will do. If you 
know of such a machine that has been, or is about 
to be, replaced by a more modern planer, that is 
in, or can be put into, good shape for use by our 
Africa Mission, please write to Wm. J. Anderson, 
Jr., missionary to Africa now on furlough who is 
authorized to make the purchase for the African 
Mission, 4822 North Marvine Street, Philadelphia 
41, Penna. , 


Wings For The Soul 


My life is but a weaving 
Between my God and me, 

I may but choose the colors, 
He worketh steadily; 

Full oft He weaveth sorrow, 
And I in foolish pride, 

Forget He seeth the upper, 
And I the lower side. 


—Selected. 


a 
nq 
3 
4 
a 
ye 
; 
| 
, 
he 
| 
a 
wi 
| 
| 
* 
i 
is 
4 
4 
| 
4 
‘ 
? 


May 1, 1948 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL > 


Page 11 


Sabbath School Lessons 


Edited By Rev. J. Kenton Parker 


Lesson For May 23: The Temple 
In The Nation's Life 


Scripture: Ezra 3:10-13; 5:6-17; Psalms 84:1-2; 
Ezekiel 11:16; 37:26-28; 44:9-31; 47:1-12; Ze- 
chariah 6:9-15. Devotional Reading: Psalms 96:1-9. 


In the Garden of Eden there was no need for a 
temple, for the Lord God walked and talked with 
Adam and Eve. In the New Jerusalem which comes 
down from God out of heaven, there will also be 
no need for a temple, ‘“‘And I saw no temple there- 
in; for. the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are 
the temple of it.”” But when man sinned, then a 
meeting-place was necessary, a holy place, where 
God could come down and meet with men. This 
explains the need for, first, the altar, then the 
Tabernacle, then the Temple. , 


In Psalm 96 we have a beautiful expression of 
the worship we should give to our God. We ought 
to come with singing and praise; with holy rever- 
ence, for He is to be feared above all gods: they 
are nothing—honor and majesty are before Him, 


strength and beauty are in His sanctuary: we are 


to give Him the glory due to His name, and worship 
the Lord in the beauty of holiness. This thought 
of holiness is the predominating element, we feel, 
in contrast to the unclean worship of the heathen. 
Let us remember always that even the angels veil 
their faces in His presence while they cry Holy, 
Holy, Holy is the Lord of Hosts; the whole earth 
is full of His glory. = 


In times of spiritual depression, or back-sliding, 
or apostasy, the Temple was neglected. When the 
Jews were carried into captivity on account of 
their many sins the Temple was destroyed—the 
beautiful building erected and dedicated by Solo- 
mon. In our study today we do not go back to this 


_ first Temple, but take up our Scripture with 


The Rebuilding of the Temple: Ezra 3:10-13; 


5:6-17. We have so recently studied about this that. 


we will only call your attention again to one or two 
facts in connection with this rebuilding. (1) The 
great joy manifested by the people when the 
builders laid the foundation of this remodeled 
house of worship. It was a time of singing and 
praising God. The “sons of Asaph” had a large 
part in the ceremony. David had made music a 
most prominent part of the service of worship. (2) 
The tears which were mingled with their songs. 


_ The older people could not help but remember the 


glory and magnificence of the former temple, and 
they wept. We do not appreciate our privileges and 
blessings when we have them, and only when we 
have to substitute something inferior, do we realize 
what we have so carelessly neglected and thrown 
away. When “shields of brass” have to take the 
place of our former “‘shields of gold’’ we cannot 
help our tears, although “shields of brass” are 
better than no shields. This temple was much in- 
ferior in material splendor to the golden temple of 


Solomon. 


Our second selection contains the copy of the 
letter sent to Darius and refers to the decree of 
Cyrus, giving permission for the rebuilding of the 
house of God in Jerusalem. 


A Longing for God’s House: Psalm 84:1-2. My 
soul longeth, yea, even fainteth, for the courts of 
the Lord. David, as well as these “‘sons of Korah,”’ 
often expressed this feeling. Godly people yearn 
for God’s House, the place of worship: “my heart 
and my flesh crieth out for the living God.”’ 


Do we have these strong desires? We remember 
when the epidemic of influenza was raging and the | 
churches were closed for several months. Some at 
least, of our congregation felt somewhat like the 
Psalmist. Those who attend regularly feel a distinct 
loss and vacancy when they are kept from church. 
We are afraid that many of us, however, do not 
appreciate our church homes as we should. 


The Sanctuary Among the Heathen: Ezekiel 11: 
16. God punished His people by scattering them 
among the heathen, but in this verse He promises 
to be a “little sanctuary” among the heathen. (R. 
V. has,” A sanctuary for a little while). Even 
when there is no temple, God’s children can find a 
refuge in Him. A house is not necessary, if our 
hearts are right: Jacob found a “house of God” 
under the star-lit sky. 


A Permanent Sanctuary: Ezekiel 37:26-28. Here 


is a very gracious promise that the Lord will make 
a covenant of peace with them and will set His 


sanctuary in the midst of them forever. The Taber- 
nacle was superceded by the Temple of Solomon 


_ which was destroyed, and rebuilt by the Jews, an 


later by Herod, but this was completely demolished 
by the Romans, as Christ predicted. The promise 
given in this verse will be fulfilled in its entirety 
in the days to come, when God will dwell among 
his redeemed ones, and there will be a new 
heaven and a new earth. 


Only the Clean Can Approach God: Ezekiel 44: 
9-31. This idea of cleanliness, or holiness, is the 
keynote of the Book of Leviticus, the Book of 
Worship. Ezekiel is re-emphasizing it. Those who 
minister in the sanctuary must be clean. How God 
hates SIN! Sin must be covered — atoned for — 
and this ceremonial cleansing is typical of the 
deeper cleansing of the heart. Only the “pure in 
heart”? can see God, or worship aright: “He that 
hath clean hands and a pure heart” is the accept- 
able worshipper, and shall ascend the hill of the 


Lord. There is a lesson for us all in this Scripture: 


it is easy to get accustomed to the House of God 
that we forget that we who bear the vessels of 
the Lord, must be clean. 


The Life-giving Stream Flowing From The Sanc- 
tuary: Ezekiel 47:1-12. This is a,very familiar 
Scripture, and a most delightful description of the 
River that flows from the house of God. Notice 
some of these glorious facts about “The River.” 
(1) The waters are increasingly deep. The Salva- 
tion which is typified here is spreading out like a 
great river into all the earth. As we look back to 
Ezekiel’s time, we can see how true this picture is. 
Today, we find “the waters” overflowing into all 
lands. (2) Life; food, and medicine follow the 
stream. (See Revelation 22:2. “The leaves of the 
trees were for the healing of the nations’) The two 
things men need in order to live are medicine and 
food; Healing, for they are sick unto death, and 
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Food for their souls. Christ is the Great Physician; 
He is also the water, and the bread of life. Where- 
ever the River goes; wherever the Gospel is 
preached, these two inestimable benefits come to 
men. As we look at our world we can see clearly 
the course of the River: there are the dark and 
dreary heathen countries; there are lands, or com- 
munities, which are like oases in the desert; there 
are the so-called Christian nations where the 
River has been flowing for centuries, and while 
none of these countries are perfect, still there is a 
big difference between the United States, and 
India, or China. 


The symbolism of water to represent salvation is. 
very common in the Bible: sometimes it is likened 


to a well, or spring, and we are urged to draw 
water out of the wells of salvation; again, it is 
pictured as rain, or snow coming down from 
heaven, causing plants to grow; then, as in our 
vision, it is a river, and on the bank of the river 
the prophet stands, crying: ‘‘Ho, everyone that 
thirsteth, come ye to the waters.’”’ Jesus spoke to 
the woman at the well, and offered to give her 
“living water,’’ and cried out in the Temple. If any 
man thirst, let him come unto me and drink. Al- 
most the last words in the Bible are these: ‘‘Who- 
soever will, let him take of the water of life 
freely.” 


Let us thank God for this life-giving, fruit- 
producing, stream which flows from the Temple, 
from the altar, and the throne of God. It is the 
one refreshing stream in this world of sin, shame, 


and death. 


Lesson For May 30: Daniel Stands 
By His Convictions (Temperance) 


Scripture: Daniel 1. Devotional Reading: I 
Timothy 6:11-16. 


Paul in writing to Timothy, (Devotional Read- 
ing), gives him some splendid advice and en- 
couragement. Let us notice briefly a few of the 
words and expressions he uses in his charge to this 
young preacher. ‘‘Flee these things’: there are 
some evils—and Paul has been noting them in the 
preceding verses — which Timothy is to turn away 
from — “flee.’”’ There are temptations which we 
do well to run from. ‘Follow after’: having turned 
his back on evil, he is to pursue “righteousness, 
godliness, faith, love, patience, meekness.”’ It is 
not sufficient to flee from evil; we must follow 
after the good. “Fight”: Paul was constantly 
using this word. Of his own life he said, ‘I have 
fought a good fight.”’ Life is a battlefield; enemies 
surround us; we are to be good soldiers of Jesus 
Christ. “‘Lay hold on”: “this one thing I do,” he 
says of himself, I press on toward the mark for 
the prize of the high calling of God in Christ 
Jesus. He exhorts Timothy to lay hold on eternal 
life. ‘‘Keep this commandment:” he is to guard 
jealously this exhortation and command of the 


apostle. 


This charge to Timothy forms a splendid intro- 
duction to our study of Daniel, for this Old Testa- 
ment hero was a good soldier. Timothy, the young 
man of Paul’s time, is a somewhat similar position 
to the young man, Daniel, in the time of the cap- 
tivity. No man is better worth careful study than 
the great statesman and prophet of the time of the 
exile, but his later greatness and success had its 
beginning in the courageous stand he took as a 


youth. He has been an inspiration to many another 
young man. 


“Dare to be a Daniel; 
Dare to stand alone. 
Dare to have a purpose true; 
Dare to make it known.”’ 


We know little of the personal history of many . 


of the Old Testament prophets, but the personal 
experiences of Daniel form a large, and most 
valuable part of the Book of Daniel. Let us look 
at the beginning of his career in the land of 
captivity; let us learn from him some of the 
secrets of real and noble achievement: Daniel, Who 
Dared to be Different. : 


I. His Preparation: Daniel 1:1-7. Nebuchad- 
nezzer was shrewd enough to know that he could 
find valuable material among the Jewish captives, 
and he determined to make use of this material. In 
this respect he seems superior to some of the 
conquerors of our modern world. So he gave 
orders that certain youths be selected for special 
training. Notice the qualifications, (vs. 4): not 
all of the Hebrews by any means, could pass this 
rigid test. They were to be physically fit; skillful 
in wisdom and cunning in knowledge, and under- 
standing science; such as had ability. 


These young men were to be taught the learning 
and tongue of the Chaldeans. It was to be a three 
year course and they were to have their final 
examination before the king. 


Here was a great opportunity and Daniel was not 
slow in taking advantage of it. Three others are 
mentioned; Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah, whose 
heroism is seen in chapter three. 


There was just one drawback to this splendid 
chance for advancement during these three years 
of preparation these Hebrews were to be given a 
portion of the king’s meat and of the wine which 
he drank; in other words, they were to board with 
the government, so to speak. Now these provisions 
were “unclean”? for a Jew, whose food had to be 
ceremonially clean — different from Gentile food. 


II. His Purpose: Daniel 1:8-16. He purposed in 
his heart that he would not defile himself. This 


food, generous in quantity, and good in quality | 


for a Gentile — the best in the land — was not 
proper food for a Jew: God had given strict com- 
mands concerning the kind of food His people 
should eat, and also to its preparation. (Peter said, 


I have never eaten anything unclean). Then, too, | 


there was the unwholesomeness of this fancy food, 
and of the wine. Daniel no doubt knew that simple 
food to eat, and water to drink, would be better 
for him. The deep religious conviction concerning 
its ‘“‘uncleanness”’ was the deciding point we believe. 


He makes a simple and courteous request of the 
prince of the eunuchs, who had already become 
very fond of this young man. (Compare with 
Joseph). This officer was at first afraid to do 
what Daniel desired, but finally agreed to a ten 
day test. At the end of these ten days these youths 
were so much “fairer and fatter’ than the others 
that Melzar, the steward, took away their fancy 
— and wine, and gave them pulse—a vegetable 

iet. 


Simple living helps us to be strong in body and 
mind. A great many Americans are physical 
wrecks because of the unwholesome food and the 
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This noted Biblical authority, pastor, professor, 
reveals his conclusions after extensive study of 
atomic physics, ancient and modern philosophies 
and theories as related to Biblical teachings 
and prophecies. 

This book is the first evaluation of those 
elements, an work of profound 
meaning for all Christianity. 


Published by 
W. A. WILDE CO., Boston, Mass. 


STORES 


many “cocktail parties.” Is it any wonder that we 
seem to have poor leadership in Washington, and 
other places, if the testimony of one of the Senators 
is true? He said recently, that they were ‘“‘wined 
and dined’’ all hours of the day and night so that 
there was no time for recreation, rest, or thought. 
The same story is told of the gathering of the U.N. 
Assembly, and of the Conference of Foreign 
ministers. We read of drinking parties in Moscow 
where the best man was the one who could “take’”’ 
the most liquor. Oh, for somebody who would 
“Dare to be different!” 


A similar test would have similar results today. 
Indigestible food and alcohol do not give physical 
health, or mental power. Would that our “‘youths” 
could see this. 


There is also a supernatural element which enters 
into the picture. God honors those who honor Him 
and obey His commands. He furnished these men 
with unusual ability. 


III. His Power: 1:17-21. The final examination 
came, and among them all was found none like 
Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah. There 
are two reasons for this result: (1) The natural 
consequence of simple living, and hard work, for 
we are sure that they applied themselves with their 
clear brains, not clogged by wine and “unclean”’ 
food. (2) the fact that God was with them, 
giving them His blessing and power. 


“Ten times better!’ Not merely at the head of 
the class. If this could only be drilled into the 
minds of our boys and girls today, what a future 
generation we would have. We are afraid that 
while there are some like Daniel and his three 
friends, there are multitudes who are content to 
eat of the king’s meat and partake of his wine. 


Daniel continued even unto the first year of 
king Cyrus. To get the sequel to the story we 
have to read the fascinating account of Daniel’s 
rise to almost supreme power, and his continued 
authority under one after another of _ these 
monarchs. No Jew has ever had greater influence 
in world affairs, or deeper insight into the course 
of world history. 


IV. His Prayers. Although not mentioned in this 
chapter, we feel that back of all that transpired— 
back of his preparation, purpose, and power was 
the prayer-life of this wonderful man. The atmos- 
phere around him is saturated with the spirit of 
prayer; both his personal life of daily communion 


with God, and the times of great emergencies, and 
these came often, for he was in danger constantly. 
He sought from God the wisdom to interpret 
dreams; he pleaded with God for his people, con- 
fessing their sins; three times a day with open 
windows toward Jerusalem, he poured out his heart 
to his Father in Heaven. 


No explanation of the magnitude of his influence 
and power is complete until we grasp this funda- 
mental principle of his life. It was his contact 
with the “God of Heaven” which gave him so 
wonderful a career on earth. 


The Challenge Of An 
Extraordinary Experience 


This experience is a challenge on the surest and 
soundest basis to a deeper spiritual life. Though 
open to all, this may appeal to a select circle. 


A veteran, hospitalized, ministerial candidate and 
a veteran pastor of 50 years have mutually agreed 
to read the First Epistle of John through daily 
during 1948 and have begun. After Campbell Mor- 
gan’s practice, questions and subjects will be noted 
but no commentaries used till after 50 to 100 


readings. 


First John .is the Bible Mastery book for October, 
1948. Bible Mastery is a relative term for the 
Bible is an infinite book, but this method may set 
one on the way to it. A brother wrote: “I have 
read the Epistle to the Romans through every day, 
except Sunday, for 17 years.’”’ He is richly used. 
This experience will be effective preparation for 
pastors to lead their flock in First John in October. 


The experience will profoundly impress the lives 
of those who read; the marvelous “fellowship”’ will 
have new meaning, along with a heart grasp of 
“abiding,” i.e. “union with Christ.” The repeated 
use of “know” will impress and one will “know” 
in a deeper way you “have eternal life.”” (5:13). It 
will open the way to revival, deeper inner life and 
rich experiences: a permanent enriching deposit, 
maybe life changes. One will become conscious not 
so much of what but of Who was found there. 


Different versions may be read. Weymouth, 
Twentieth Century, Verkuyl are helpful. No iron- 
clad pledge is asked but for mutual encouragement 
drop a card stating your purpose to: C. J. Boppell, 
2666 Thirty-seventh, S. W., Seattle 6, Wash. 
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Vesper Topics 
For May 


May 23: Who Is General Assembly? 


Introduction 


Who is General Assembly? That is an easy one to 
answer. “‘The General Assembly is the highest court 
in the church, and represents in one body all 
the churches thereof.’’ Thus runs the definition in 
the Book of Church Order. 


Or we could bring it down a little more in detail 
than that. The General Assembly is the highest 
court of our church and is made up of ministers 
and elders from every presbytery in the church, 
their number being based on the number of mem- 
bers in the churches of their presbytery. 


But we will have to do still better than that. 
Some people tell us that the General Assembly is 
the highest court of the church and is the body 
that tells us all exactly what we have to do in 
carrying out our work. But others remind us 
that the General Assembly is a representative body 
and that we have a democratic church where the 


majority rules. 


Actually our church government that is made 
visual and effective in the General Assembly is 
neither autocratic nor is it democratic. The gov- 
erning of the church by courts—sessions, presby- 
tery, synod, and General Assembly— is a practical 
way of making real and effective the truth that 
we have in the Bible about the nature of the 
Church and its government. Let’s trace that truth 
through the Bible and then we will know something 
of who General Assembly is. 


Scripture Lesson 


1. The True Church Is the Body of Christ. 1 Cor. 
12:12-14, 27-28. 

2. Christ Alone Is the Head of the Body. Col. 
1:18; Eph. 1:22-23. 

3. Every Member in the Body Is a Priest Re- 
sponsible to God. 1 Peter 2:9. 

4. Each Member of the Body Has a Job to Do. 
Rom. 12:3-8. 

5. The Holy Spirit Will Direct and Empower 
the Life of the Body. Acts 13:1-2. 


In the above passages we have the spiritual 
foundation of the church, and our form of church 
government must be such as to make the church 
function efficiently yet at the same time be in 
harmony with these fundamental principles. 


Our Presbyterian system is founded on these 
principles. Recognizing that every believer is a 


priest who is responsible to God to carry out the | 


work of the church, yet at the same time realizing 
that we all have different gifts and we all can’t 
do the same thing, the Presbyterian system provides 
for every man to elect his representatives to the 
different courts of the Church to carry forward the 


work of the church. 


When these representatives get to the higher 
courts they are not there either to do the will of 
those who sent them, nor are they to do as they 
please or think wise, but they are there to find 
the mind and will of Christ, the Head, for His 
church. Thus our highest court, the General As- 
sembly, is that body of men who have been 
elected to represent the priests that make up the 
Church. It is a democratic body in the sense that 
all are there because of popular election and it is 
democratic in the sense that all men there are on 
the same level; but it is not democratic in the 
sense that the representatives are merely to rep- 
resent the views of those whom they represent, 
nor in the sense that what the majority declares 
is right and therefore binding upon all in the 
church. They are representatives of the people met 
together to find and declare to the whole church 
the mind and will of Christ for His church. And 
the people in the church must follow when the 
declarations of the Assembly are according to the 
Word of God; and the Assembly must realize that 
its declarations must ever be judged in the light 
of the Word of God. * 


Suggestions 


Using the material in Presbyterian Youth you 
could very well make the Scripture Lesson and 
remarks above the main part of the Retiring 
Moderator’s sermon. We Southern Presbyterians 
have always emphasized that our form of govern- 
ment is Scriptural and must function in a Scrip- 
tural way. There is real need today for all of us to 
study the workings of our church courts in the 
light of the Bible, and we all need to see our own 
responsibility as believer-priests in the light of the 
Bible. So however you handle the material be sure 
to include study of these spiritual foundations of 
our system. | 


May 30: United Or Divided We Stand : 
Introduction | 


One of the most difficult problems that has been 
facing our church for many years now is the ques- 
tion of whether our Southern Presbyterian Church 
should unite with the Northern Presbyterian church 
and become one big church. Our General Assembly 
will be facing this question this week and will be 


considering the Plan of Reunion that has been 


drawn up by careful work over a period of years 
by a group composed of leaders from both churches. 
In view of this we ought to be praying much that 
God will guide our Assembly and we ought to be 
informed of what is involved. 


During the long period of time in which this 
question has been discussed throughout the church 
many points have been raised that are of serious 
consequences, but they are not absolutely vital to 
the problem. Some of these questions concern the 
matter of what difference it will make in your 
local church, who will own your church property in 
case your church does not unite, the effect of one 
section of the country trying to solve the problems 
of another section, and the problem of communi- 
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ties where there is overlapping between northern 


and southern churches. But there are three ques- 


tions that are absolutely essential to the problem. 
Let us look at them. 


Questions 


1. What is absolutely necessary for our Protes- 
tant churches to make an effective witness to and 
impact upon the world? 


One group would answer this question by — 
that we must get rid of all our divisions an 
unite in one big super-church. The first step in 
doing this is to get different families that are 
divided to unite, for example, the recent union 
of the two branches of the Methodist church, and 


~ now our Presbyterian Churches. 


But others of us feel that the very heart of the 
Protestant faith is that one man right with God 
is better than a thousand who do not know God; 
therefore purity of doctrine and power of life 
are the essential elements in an effective Protestant 
witness and these come best from small groups 
that are harmonious in their faith and practise. 


By way of comparison we can say that when 
the whole world was against a small group, the 
early church, that was right with God and em- 
powered by Him the world was conquered and 
transformed. But when the Church was one great 
big united organization, with the whole world on 
its side, the church became so corrupt there had 
to be a Reformation and the world so backward 
there had to be a Renaissance. If bigness is all 
that matters then the Protestant Reformation was 


a mistake. 


2. What is the nature of the ministry of the 
church? 


One group would answer the question by saying 
that the church not only has a spiritual ministry 


to the individual, but that it also has a responsi- 


bility to establish the Kingdom of God in this world 
by taking sides with different secular groups in 
order to enforce legislation that will bring about 


the gains needed. 


But others of us feel that the ministry of the 
The Church must bring salvation 
to the individual and teach that individual how to 
live in all his relationships—personal, domestic, 


commercial, social, and political. But the church is ~ 


not to step out and try to enforce certain kinds of 
behavior on the population as a whole, Christian 
and non-Christian alike, for the church is the 
representative of God to minister to any and all 
groups. 


If the church maintains her spiritual ministry 


in an effective way the church will release the 


power of God into the hearts of men of all groups, 
but if the church seeks to take sides and get her 
work done by legislation she ceases to be the 
church of God for all men and becomes just 
another pressure group. 


8. What is the place of the Bible in the life of 
the church? | 


One group would tell us that the Bible con- 
tains the word of God and must ever guide and 


nurture our faith and practise, but that our day 


has we far beyond the Bible; therefore the 
churc 


has the right to plan her program accord- 


Will You Do Your ShareP 


At the direction of the 1947 General As- 
sembly the Directors of the Ministers’ An- 
nuity Fund are urging Presbyterians to in- 
crease the $3,000,000.00 Prior Service Fund 
“so that our retired ministers and those soon 
to be retired may receive more adequate pro- 
vision.” 

The need in these homes is seen by those in 
charge of the M.A.F. It has been recognized 
by the General Assembly, the Synods and the 
Presbyteries. It is painfully known in the 
homes of these faithful ministers of Christ. 


¢ 


on the meager amounts now paid to annui- 
tants?” 


A CHECK TODAY 
A Legacy In Your Will 
Presbyterian Church In The United States 
Ministerial Relief And The 
Ministers’ Annuity Fund 


Wade H. Boggs 
Wm. H. Hopper 


410 Urban Bldg. — Louisville 2, Ky. 


Secretary 
Treasurer 
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ing to the needs of the day and then demand that 
all her members follow it fully or be excom- 
municated. | 


Others of us stand with the traditional Southern 
Presbyterian positior, that the Bible is the absolute 
Word of God, the only infallible rule for faith, 
practice and church government. All individuals 
in the church are subject to the word of God, and 
— Pe: of the church are subject to the word 
od. 


If the Bible is the authority of the church we 
have an objective standard by which to go, but if 
the Bible takes a secondary place then we are not 
Protestants but Romanists and the courts of the 
church can enforce whatever they want to because 
they are the authority and not the Word of God. 


Our Responsibility 


Each one of us has a responsibility before Al- 
mighty God to see that we do everything within 


our power to see that our church bears the marks 


of a true church of God, for without these marks 
of a true church God can not bless and use. Here 
are the marks of a real, true church: 


1. The True Preaching of the Word of God. 
John 8:31-32; 14:23; I John 4:1. Any group of peo- 
ple, or any groups of churches, that claim to be a 
part of the great Church Universal, which is the 
body of Christ in the world, must be banded to- 
gether according to the Word of God, in order to 
preach the full Word of God, and the sole au- 
thority for that church must be the living Christ 
speaking according to the Word of God. 
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2.The Right Administration of the Sacraments. 
Matt. 28:19; Acts 2:42; 1. Cor. 11:23-30. The two 


sacraments of the church, baptism and the Lord’s 


Supper, are the visible preaching of the Word of 
God and must never be divorced from the Word 


of God. 
3. The Faithful Exercise of Discipline. Matt. 


18:18; 1 Cor. 5:1-5. The Word of God calls us to 
a holy life and any church that remains true must 
always be seeking to purify the faith and life of 
the church and bring it into line with the word of 


God. 
Our Attitude 


Looking over the above material we should frame 
our attitude something like this: 


1. There is no absolutely pure church in the 
world today; therefore we must not have any 
spiritual pride and be satisfied with ours as it is. 


2. There are differences of opinion within the 
church; therefore we must not expect everybody 
to agree nor must we belittle and malign those 
with whom we disagree. 


3. The real blessing and effective ministry of 
the church depend upon the blessing of God upon 
the life and service of the church. 


4. God in His Word has set down the conditions 
for that blessing and the marks of a church that He 
can own and bless. 


May 1, 1948 


4. We must do all within our power to see 
that the church of which we are a part bears the 
marks of this true church: 


As we face this question of Union with the 
northern church it is not so much a question of 
how much alike they are or which is the best or 
how much more powerful a big church would be. 
It is simply a question of this: will union with the 
northern church help us make our Southern church 
bear more clearly and effectively the marks of a 
true church as set down in the Word of God or 
will union hinder those marks being seen? We 
can’t answer this question by simply looking around 
at the churches we see or by listening to the 
pretty speeches on the matter. We must look at the 
actions of the Assembly of the northern church, 
we must examine its literature, we must analyse 
the objectives of its program. Until we do, we 
can’t say whether union would help or hinder. 


Suggestions 


You could use the suggested agenda for the 
program as outlined in Presbyterian Youth. Work 
in the questions above after open forum period, 
follow this by a study of our responsibility in seek- 
ing to manifest the marks of a true church, and 
have the moderator’s closing remarks remind us of 
the attitudes we ought to take in the spirit of 
Colossians 3:12-17. If the group wants to go further 
and study some actions of the USA Assembly 
material can be secured from The Journal pam- 
phlets that have been published from time to time. 


Woman’s Work 


Edited By Mrs. R. T. Faucette 


Church Woman's Calendar 
May 1948 


May 2. Children’s Foreign Mission Day (Secretary 
of Foreign Missions will be especially interested 
in this.) 

May 2-9:Christian Family Week. 


May 7: May Fellowship Day, observed with other 
Protestant Church women locally. 


May 27: General Assembly convenes, First Pres- 
byterian Church, Atlanta, Ga. 


Circle Study: “The Plot of the Bible.’’ Bible read- 
ing in May: Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy. 


Auxiliary: Birthday Observance of the Woman’s 
Auxiliary; Assembly’s Training School and Mon- 
treat. 


CHRISTIAN FAMILY WEEK 
May 2-9, 1948 
What Families Can Do: 
1. Have good times together. Happiness makes 


a stronger family. “Families that play together stay 
together.”’ (National Recreation Association.) 


2. Make democracy work in your home. Develop 
the family council method of talking things over. 


3. Make your home a center of love, compan- 
— and growth, with Christ at the center of its 
ife 


4. Think of families abroad and be sure your 
home is doing its part in helping those in need. 
Make special gifts for the feeding of the hungry 
millions of the world. 


5. Invite and bring other families to church and 
help them to feel at home there. 


6. Cultivate loyalty to your church within your 
family circle and help the church in building 
up its resources and program for family living. 
Stress the importance of every member of the 
family worshiping regularly with the church family. 


7. Share as a family in some community service. 
Use your good neighborliness to bridge chasms of 
strangeness and economic and racial cleavage. 


8. Study again the major Christian teachings and 
their relation to home life. 


Read again: I Corinthians 13. Matthew 5:13-16. 
Matthew 7:7-12. Matthew 7:24-27. John 18:34, 35. 
Galatians 6:1-9. Ephesians 65:25-33. Ephesians 
6:1-4. Proverbs 31:10-31. Deuteronomy 6:6-7. 
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MEETING THE CHALLENGE 
OF THE HOUR 


Discussing “Progress,” Dr. Alton H. Glasure, 


pastor of the First Presbyterian Church of St. 


Petersburg, Fla., says: “There is nothing new 


about the Church having a Program of Progress. — 


To make it ‘go’ has been the marching order ever 


.since the first century. The Church of the Chris- 


tian dispensation is a Church with a forward look. 
It has ever followed its high vision to preach the 
gospel to every creature. It knows no bonds, and 
never will recognize borders. The very genius of 
her existence is to go, grow, and give. 


“The Church of Jesus Christ never arrives at 
the place where it is satisfied,’ Doctor Glasure 
points out. “Or feels that it can cease striving to 
achieve yet greater things for the kingdom. So 
long as there are open doors to enter, unchurched 
communities to serve, children to be instructed, 
youths to be inspired, and adults to be strength- 
ened; so long as there is injustice, inequality, un- 
righteousness and ignorance; so long as man stands 


jn need of the love of Christ, the help of God, the 


comfort of the Spirit, and the friendship of man: 
the Church will be going on and growing up. 


‘“‘We feel that we are privileged to live in a most 
significant generation in human existence. Let us 
give whatever of mind, emotion, and money is 
needful in the successful achievement of the great- 
est possible success of the Kingdom of God through 
a and unto the uttermost parts of the 
world. 


Congregations are being equally challenged by 
their ministers throughout the General Assembly. 
Recently Dr. Andrew R. Bird, Jr., pastor of the 
First Presbyterian Church, Huntington, West Vir- 
gina, said: “Our congregation already has paid in 
over two-thirds of their quota of $14,631.93 for 
the Program of Progress for Foreign Missions, 
and has pledged for the coming year, before Janu- 
ary 1, 1949, enough to make us over the top. We 
have gone over on each of the other offerings 
for Religious Education, and Home Missions, and 
have increased our budget by more than -10 per 
cent to $88,000 for next year. We have already 
rs ys quota in pounds of clothing to War Re- 
ief. | 

Dr. William V. Gardner, pastor of the First 
Presbyterian Church of Atlanta, stated in his ser- 
mon of March 7, that recently the pastor of one 
of the large churches of Atlanta had told him of 


the action of six members‘of his church—six of 


the wealthiest members of the church, men who 
are leaders in the business life of Atlanta—who 
had been talking together about the challenging 
slogan: “Christ ... The Only Answer.’’ These men, 
Doctor Gardner said he was told, called upon their 
minister and informed him of their conversation 
together and then asked the minister if there was 
any reason why they could not be more active in 
the Church, could not give more of their money to 
the work of the Church instead of giving so heavily 
to secular charities and philanthropies, and in a 
more positive manner help make the Church stand 
out as being the stronghold of Christ in this 
troubled, upset world. 


The statement was made as the concensus of 


the business men, ‘‘we are convinced beyond doubt 


of the truth of the words, ‘Christ ... the Only 
Answer.’ We are convinced that the Church can 
and must serve in this day.” 

These men are members of North Avenue Pres- 
byterian Church, of which Roy LeCraw, campaign 
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director of the Program of Progress is an elder. 
Their pastor, Dr. Vernon S. Broyles, had revealed 
this interesting feature of the development of the 
Program of Progress in the “home field’ of the 
director. Roy LeCraw has been bearing this chal- 
lenging message to Presbyterian congregations in 
all parts of the South—like a prophet challenging 
the people to greater zeal, great action Now. 
And “‘the results are amazing,” according to many 
promoters of the Program. 


“For The Promotion Of World Peace” 


“The missionary movement is one of the major 
forces for the promotion of world peace.” This is 
the opinion of Congressman Walter H. Judd, of 
Minnesota, former medical missionary in China, 
serving now in our National Capitol, because he 


believes there is something to be done on Capitol 


Hill that demands strong Christian convictions, 
fortitude, and courageous, forthright action. Those 
words quoted above were said by Dr. Judd as he 
accepted the position of Chairman of the Student 
Conference on Christian Frontiers, which was held 
in Lawrence, Kan., December 27, 1947 - January 
1, 1948. Pre-conference plans estimated thut more 
than 2,500 delegates would attend, including stu- 
dents and faculty members from colleges and uni- 
versities in the United States and Canada, several 
hundred mission leaders from 60 foreign countries 
and staff representatives of foreign and home mis- 
sion boards. 


Perhaps you have read reports of that confer- 
ence in the daily press. It should have been a me- 
morable gathering and a momentous one from the 
program carried out and the commitments made by 
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youth. Dr. Judd said further: “‘None of our plans 
and hopes for world order, peace and security can 
have any chance of succeeding unless those forces 
which build understanding and good-will between 
races, nations, classes, cultures and religions are 
working everywhere.” As those words were read 
there came to mind some words from an inspired 
writer of the First Century A.D.: “After this I be- 
held, and, lo, a great multitude, which no man 
could number, of all nations, and kindreds, and 
people, and tongues, stood before the throne, and 
before the Lamb, clothed with white robes and 
palms in their hands ... ” The Gospel proclaimed 
throughout the whole world is the means to bring 
that vision to reality; the missionary is the agent 
by whom the Good News is taken to the world. 
Let’s support this work with all that we have, and 


do it now! 


Miss Dora Lena Reynolds 


“T would just about as soon have Lena as a 
doctor,” said one of her missionary collearues one 
day. Capable, poised, cheerful and utterly unselfish 
she is invaluable as a nurse. 


A graduate of St. Luke’s Hospital in Richmond 
and of the Assembly’s Training School, Miss Reyn- 
olds went to Africa in October, 1927. Since emer- 
gencies sometimes keep doctors in the States for 
longer periods than anticipated for regular fur- 
lough, it has been her responsibility at times to keep 
a hospital open without the aid of a doctor ex- 
cept for occasional visits for surgery and super- 
vision. 

When, during the war, transportation was 
dangerous and difficult, Miss Reynolds, with four 
of our other American missionaries, was on the 
ill-fated Zam Zam which was torpedoed en route 
to Africa. All the passengers were picked up, taken 
to Europe and finally returned to America. After 
a long delay she secured passage on another boat 
and made the trip to Africa in safety. 


In furlough years, especially that extended fur- 
lough, she has spent some time in study and nurs- 
ing in hospitals where she could get training in 
the latest methods and developments. She wants 
the best for Africa, and Africa has ‘“‘the best” of 
nurses in Miss Lena Reynolds. 


Your Obligation To 


Your Saviour 
By Evelyn Epstein 


How often do you think of God’s most precious 


gift to you, the Saviour, Who shed His blood on 
the cross for your sins and mine, Whom you have 
in your heart as your Personal Saviour, Who 
has made your life gloriously happy,—Who has 
given you the spiritual comfort, peace and under- 
standing you longed for, perhaps for many years? 
Don’t you owe a debt of deep gratitude to Him? 
All Christians will say: ‘‘Yes!”’ 


If you asked our Lord Jesus Christ what He 
would like for you to do in appreciation of this 
matchless gift from the Heavenly Father, I feel 
sure He would say: 


“Dear child, stay wholly with Me, live it 
every day, and give out My Word every day. 
Try to win souls every day. The Father has 
freely given you this gift; offer Me to others.” 
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bound, $1.50; paper bound, $1.00. 


“Source Book On Spiritual Life And Evan- 
| gelism,” cloth bound, $1.50. 
Order From 5 
COMMITTEE OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
410 Urban Bldg. — Louisville 2, Ky. 


I have been a Christian only about eighteen 
months, having come out of Orthodox Judaism. 
And having received and tasted a ~ood portion of 
the luscious spiritual fruit of this Divine Truth, 


- I am most eager to tell the world about it, Jew 


and Gentile, who are not aware that true religion 
does exist and is very much alive in the hearts 
of millions of people today, and that this religion 
is the pure Gospel of Jesus Christ, God’s appointed 
Messiah for the entire world, with Whom the 
Old Testament Bible pages are full and explicit. 


Many Christians, it seems, are like some selfish 
children, who will not share their best toys and 
things with other children. I know a young boy who 
kept in his toy closet a can of hundreds of beauti- 
fully colored marbles and refused to give any of 
them away. When I see Christians too busy with 
their daily affairs to go out and win souls, I wonder 
if they truly love their Saviour, Who died for them 
that they may not perish, but have eternal life. “‘To 
the Jew first and then to the Greek” (Gentile), 
Ro. 1:16, Paul wrote; and this is the demand 
of Jesus Christ, our Redeemer. 


The world is crying out for Truth today. Jesus 
Christ is the answer. “I am the Way, the Truth 
and the Life,” John 14:6. 


Christians, if you love your Saviour, show it by 
laboring to win Jews and Gentiles to Him,—the 
Blessed Light.”? Study and learn how to win them, 
work and accomplish your aim, and you will then 
well please your Saviour. | 


Begin today to pray and work with unsaved 
souls. Christ is the greatest gift you can present 
to mankind. Tell people God’s truth, that they are 
facing “eternal torment of hell,’ Psalm 9:17, if 
they do not turn to Him. Start at - ur own door, 
with your own family, and contact others as well. 
Give tracts and converse about the Gospel any- 
where you may be. It is the greatest work you can 
do. The peace and happiness of the world depend 
upon it. Once you start the Holy Spirit will under- 
take for you, guide you and crown you with suc- 
cess. You will bring many people out of darkness 
into the Light, which is rightfully theirs, and you 
will reap an exceeding amount of joy and satisfac- 
tion in this holy work with and for our Lord. God 
will bless you. Amen. : 


“Oh, win a soul for Christ today, 

Begin to work without delay, 

Save an unbelieving sinner, 

And watch him become a soul winner.” 
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“And The Soul Of The People Was Much 
Discouraged Because Of The Way” | 


(Numbers 21 74) 
By Lou Ella Greenwood 


Navasota, Tex. 


The souls of many Southern Presbyterians are 
much discouraged because of “the way’ of some 
of its leaders. ‘‘How long halt ye between two opin- 
ions? If the Lord be God follow Him.” : 


Now, the Federal Council leaders deny that the 
Lord is God, so why should we follow them? How 
can our Presbyterian Program of Progress: make 
any spiritual progress with our denomination torn 


and halting between two opinions? Such vital opin- 


ions! 
“rf T regard iniquity in my heart the Lord will 
not hear me.” This is a Bible principle. 


The Southern Presbyterian Church can never be 
a power for Christ until she withdraws from the 
Federal Council and utterly repudiates those lead- 
ers who have dishonored the name of the Lord 
Jesus Christ and penknifed His divine Word until 
many weak Christians do not know what to believe. 
“Come out of her my people that ye be not par- 
takers of her sins and that ye receive not of her 


plagues. (Rev. 18:4). 


How should a personality be tested if not by his 
principles. Yet, there are personalities who hold 
high positions in the Southern Presbyterian Church, 
and that wish to remain in the Federal Council, 
who will give biased reports, tell half truths and 
gloss over gross errors of members of the Federal 
Council to carry their point. Here again we need 
to apply this principle, if I regard iniquity in my 
heart the Lord will not hear me. i Sed 


What the Southern Presbyterian Church needs is 
to confess her SIN of ever being a member of the 
Federal Council, separate herself from these apos- 
tate leaders, and get back to Bible principles. 


How should a minister of the Gospel be tested 
but by his faithfulness to the Gospel. “The Gospel 


is the power of God unto salvation to every one 


that believeth.” It is the good news that Christ 
has died for sinners. Any other Gospel is anathema. 
Yet, there are those leaders in the Federal Coun- 
cil like Buttrick-Weigle-Tucker-Oxnam, and the 
present president Charlie P. Taft, who have per- 
verted the glorious Gospel of Christ. They have 
spoken “great swelling words” about spiritual 
verities. of which they know nothing. They have 
led astray other ministers not deeply grounded in 
the Word. These weak brethren “having men’s 
person (Federal Council leaders) in admiration be- 
cause of advantage’’ have followed these leaders 
“Which have forsaken the right way, and gone 
astray, following the way of Balaam the son of 
Bosor, who loved the wages of unrighteousness.” 
(2 Pet. 2:15). 


Therefore, those weak compromising brethren 
have waxed lean spiritually. They cannot feed their 
congregations, because their messages are negative 
thoughts and opinions. And alas, “tis true tis pity” 


'~members of such congregations who love the Bible, 


and the blessed Lord are turning to the radio for 
their Gospel message, and are supporting them 
financially because they feel they cannot bid God 
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speed to the Federal Council by giving them any 
financial support. 


Indeed when we do support the Federal Council 
we are partakers of their deeds and are bidding 
them God speed. 


“Come out of her My people and be not par- 
takers of her sins!’’ 


There are many well meaning Christians, who 
are not grounded in the Scriptures, and are not 
conversant with the theological infidelity of the 
Federal Council leaders. Liberal pastors have led 
them to believe they are a part of a great bulwark 
against political and religious Roman Catholic en- 
croachments. 


We do not need apostate leaders to hold Pro- 
testantism together. That is what is now wrong 
with it. We need men, like Martin Luther, the 
father of Protestantism, who when he realized he 
was justified by faith in a living Lord acted on it. | 
We need men, with a holy boldness, to declare a 
positive Gospel. Christ died for our sins According 
To The Scripture. He was buried, and rose again 
the third day According To The Scripture. 


That is the. message the Southern Presbyterian 
Church needs and it is what a dying world needs. 


What think ye of Christ is the test, 

To try both your plans and your schemes; 
You cannot be right in the rest, 

Until you think rightly of Him. 
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Montreat Conference 
Schedule 


Assembly Wide Conferences Of The 
Presbyterian Church In The 
United States 


Presbyterian Education Association—June 23, 
evening—June 29. noon, Dr. Wade H. Boggs. di- 
rector. Sr Alfred Zimmern, principal speaker. Mem- 
bers of the panel will be: Prof. Frontis Johnston, 
Dr. J. L. Vaughan, Dean L. J. Sherrill, Dr. Albert 
C. Outler. and Dr. I. T. Sanders. Dr. George H. 
Vick and Dr. Ben R. Lacy, Jr. will be the preachers 
for Sunday, June 27. 


Youth Adult Conference—June 30, evening— 
July 5. noon. Mr. Roy Hogrefe, director. Dr. Law- 
rence F. Kinney, Bible Teacher. Dr. John W. Mel- 
ton, Dean J. M. Godard, Col. Roy LeCraw, Dr. 
Joseph Garrison, Dr. Charles E. Kraemer, Mrs. J. 
M. Godard. Dr. Wallace M. Alston, will be the 
morning preacher for Sunday, July 4. 


Directors of Religious Education—July 1 - July 
5. Miss Mary Bigham, President. Dr. Lawrence F. 
Kinney, Bible Teacher. Dr. Charles Kraemer, Miss 
Charlotte Persinger, Miss Henrietta Thompson, The 
Rev. C. Ellis Nelson, Miss Alice Hoveh, Dr. Wallace 
M. Alston, will be the morning preacher for Sun- 
day, July 4. 


Adult Leadership Training Schdpli—July 6, eve- 


ning-July 15, noon. Miss Orene MclIlwain, di- | 


rector. Dr. Howard T. Kuist, Bible Teacher. Dr. 
Clovis Chapel, Inspirational ‘Speaker. Harold J. 
Dudley, Dr. Joseph M. Gettys, Dr. W. C. Robinson, 
James R. Sydnor, Miss Sallie M. Thrower, and many 
others. Dr. John Bright will be the preacher for 
Sunday July 11. 


Men-at-Montreat (Men-of-the-Church and S. S. 
Supts. Conf.) July 16, evening - July 19, noon. Mr. 
S. J. Patterson, Jr., director. Dr. Edward Grant, 
Dr. David L. Stitt, Mr. Kenneth Keyes, Dr. Felix 
Gear, Dr. John R. Cunningham, Dr. J. W. Millard. 


Woman’s Auxiliary Training School—July 21, 
evening - July 27, noon. Miss Janie W. McGaughey, 
director. Dr. Margaret Applegarth, morning worship 
leader, Miss Lucy Steele, Bible Teacher. Dr. James 
Sprunt, Mrs. H. D. Haberyan, Dr. Cecil Thompson, 
Dr. J. M. Godard, Dr. A. W. Dick, Mrs. J. W. Mc- 
Queen and many others. 


Young People’s Leadership School—July 29, eve- 
ning - August 5, morning. The Rev. C. Ellis Nelson, 
director. Dr. Harry Moffett, Bible Teacher. Dr. 
Wallace M. Alston, Inspirational Speaker, Dr. Rob- 
ert A. Lapsley, Dr. Ben L. Rose, Rev. Lawrence 
I. Stell, Mrs. E. A. Schettler, Miss Jane Chamblee 
and others. Dr. Robert A. Lapsley and Dr. Wallace 
M. Alston will ge the morning and evening preach- 
ers for Sunday, Aug. 1. 


Foreign Mission Conference—August 5, evening - 
August 11, evening. Dr. H. Kerr Taylor, director. 
Dr. Kenneth Scott Latourette of Yale and many 
other outstanding personalities. 


Home Mission Conference-—August 12, evening - 
August 18, noon. The Rev. S. B. Lapsley, director. 


Dr. W. W. Arrowood, Morning worship leader. Dr, 
James Sprunt, Bible Teacher. Dr. John W. Melton, 
Dr. H. E. Russell, Dr. Eliot Porter, The Hon. John 
Temple Graves, Miss Amy Robinson, Mrs. W. R. 
Ulrich. Dr. Jason L. MacMillan will be the morning 
preacher, Sunday, August 15. 


Institute of Theology (Bible Conference and 
Ministers’ Forum) August 19- August 29. Dr. J, 
Rupert McGregor, director. Dr. Charles King, Dr, 
Erskine Rlackburn, Dr. William Crowe, Sr., Dr, 
Andrew Blackwood, Dr. Harold A. Cockburn, Dr, 
Frank Crosley Morgan and many others. Dr. Ben 
R. Lacy, Jr.. and Dr. Cary Weisiger III will be the 
——— and evening preachers for Sunday, August 


DAVIDSON COLLEGE 


Carl Pahl of Memphis. Tenn., was chosen Presi- 
dent of the Davidson College student body for 
1948-49 at the annual Spring elections. 


Other student bodv officers elected were: Vice-. 


President. Whit Cobb, Durham, and Rill Alex- 
ander, Jacksonville. Fla.: and Secretary-Treasurer, 
David Poole, Winston-Salem. 


Pahl, a veteran of Armv Air Corns service, won 
out over George Cheek. Selma, Ala., in a close 
vote in a run-off election from a slate which 
ariginally listed seven candidates. He is at present 
Vice-President of the Student Body and was for- 
merly Cadet Commander of the ROTC Corns. 
A member of the varsity football team, Pahl has 
held a number of campus offices since enrolling 
at Davidson in February, 1946. 


Dr. George B. Watts, Davidson college French. 


Professor, was re-elected Secretary-Treasurer of 
the American Association of Teachers of French. 


Professor Josenh-Medard Carriere, of the Uni- 
versity of Virginia, was elected the presidency 
for a two-vear term beginning in September. He 
succeeds Professor Jacques Fermaud of the Uni- 
versity of Minnesota. 


Application of Christian standards to human re- 
lations was the theme of a unique three-day 
emphasis program at Davidson College. 


President J. McDowell Richards, of Columbia 
Seminary, Dr. John H. Marion, Director, of the 
Committee on Christian Relations, and Dean J. 
M. Godard, of Queens College, visited the campus 
for three days, speaking twice daily, visiting 
— and counseling individually with the stu- 
ents. 


Dr. Richards’ particular objective was discussion 
of Christian race relations, Dr. Marion covere 
Economic Relations in the South, and Dean God- 
ard discussed the Christian approach to courtship 
and marriage. 


The three leaders spent most of their waking 
hours with the students, eating in the student 
boarding houses and discussing religious problems 
with them both in groups and individually. 


A part of one afternoon was set aside when the 
entire college faculty met with the visiting team 
to discuss briefly the field in which each was 
interested. 
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William Arnett Gamble III 

William Arnett Gamble III, known to his friends 
as Billy or Bill, and son of Reverend and Mrs. 
w. A. Gamble, St. Paul Presbyterian Church, Char- 
lotte, N. C., died in the hospital at Jesup, Ga., 
on Saturday evening, March 27, following a motor- 
cycle accident the preceding Thursday midnight 
near Ludowici, Ga., while he and other Davidson 
College students were on the way to Orlando, 
Fla., for the Easter holidays. | 


As four happy young pre-medical students of 
Davidson were enjoying a ride on two motor- 
cycles on a beautiful night, two scrub cows crossed 
the road from right to left as the machine driven 
by Bill Gamble came along. Charlie Baldwin, of 
Marianna, Fla., was thrown clear, but the driver 
struck his head on the pavement and suffered 
a fracture all across the back of his head, and died 
without regaining consciousness. Hugh Farrior and 
Jack Brigman, on the other motorcycle, were some 


yards ahead and were not injured. These two, and’ 


Albert Brigman who had followed a-different route 
to Orlando, went with the Gambles and Rev. 17. 
L. Harnsberger to Raymond, Miss., for funeral 
services and interment on March 30. —_— 


Bill was born in Tarboro, N. C., March 8, 1928, 


went with his parents to Raymond early in 1930 
and lived there until May 1941, after which he 
lived in Washington and New Orleans while his 
father was an Army chaplain. In New Orleans he 
became an Eagle Scout. In 1945 he won second 
place in the Assembly’s scholarship contest, and 
entered Davidson in September of that year. For 
three years he was a member of the Davidson 
male chorus. He was a member of a mixed octette 
at Montreat in the summer of 1947, and was a 
member of the choir of the First Presbyterian 
Church of Charlotte. 


The parents are undertaking to establish a me- 
morial student loan fund at Davidson. : 


The Shepherd And The Sheep 
| By G. Coleman Luck 


Mesdy Bible Institute 
Chicago . Illinois 


_ Seven beautiful figures or illustrations are used 
in the New Testament to describe the relationship 
between Christ and His people. When the Christian 
begins to comprehend this relationship, then he has 
made real spiritual advance and is ready to soar 
into the heights with Him. i 


The most familiar of these illustrations is that 
of the shepherd and the sheep, found in the Old 
Testament as well as in the New. Beautiful ex- 
amples are Isaiah 40:11; Ezekiel 34:12-15; Psalm 
23. But the chapter which presents most fully 
these simple but lovely truths is John 10. This 
is indeed the “Good Shepherd” chapter. 


Who is the shepherd? The Lord Jesus says: “I | 


am the good shepherd” (Verse 14). In various 
verses of this chapter we are told that He calls 
His own sheep by name, He leads them out, He 
brings the sheep to pasture and feeds them, He 
knows His sheep. But most wonderful of all, He 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


Page 21 


-,PULPIT-CHOIR 
CONFIRMATION 
BAPTISMAL 


DOCTORS. 


-Pulpit and Choir: 
Headquarters for 
RELIGIOUS SUPPLIES 


ry 
VESTMENTS - HANGINGS 
SSSR EMBROIDERIES 


Comminion Sets + Altar Ap- 
pointments,: Altar Brass Goods 


CATALOG ational 


ON REQUEST 821-23 ARCH STREET, PHILADELPHIA 7, PA 


PULPIT & CHOIR GOWNS 


Pulpit Hangings — Altar Cloths 
Bi b le Markers — Communion 


Linens — Embroideries — Fabrics 
Custom Clergymen 

arking 
1837 Years Of Service 1948 
To The Church And Clergy 


SONS & VINING, lac. 


131 East 23ra Street, New York 10, N.Y. 


gives His life for the sheep, saving them so that 
they “shall never perish.” | 


How marvelous to know that our Lord was 
willing to lay down His very life in, order that men 
and women may be saved! On the cross He bore 
our sins and paid the full penalty for them. The 
only requirement now for salvation is to “believe 
on the Lord Jesus Christ.” This great Saviour, 
who rose from the dead on that first Easter morn, 
will care for each one who comes to Him, even 
as a shepherd cares for his sheep. 


The sheep in this illustration represents the re- 
deemed ones, those who have trusted in Christ. 
John 10 says that they belong to the Shepherd, 
they follow Him, and they know His voice. Those 
who have received the Lord Jesus Christ as Saviour 
have been purchased from the slave market of sin 
by Him, and so have become His precious property. 
They heed His voice, because ‘they know that only 
He is able to lead in the: green pastures and beside 
the still waters. The invitation to these precious 
experiences is open to 
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AUSTIN SEMINARY 


Dr. Kerr Taylor, Educational Secretary of For- 
eign Missions in our Church, visited in Austin, 
Tex., on April 4 and 5, both at the University 
Presbyterian Church and at Austin Seminary. He 
preached the sermon for both morning services at 
the University Church, and he also talked to the 
Westminster Student Fellowship on Sunday night. 


Dr. Taylor spent most of Monday at the Semi- 
nary, both talking to groups and conferring with 
individuals. He gave an informal talk to the semi- 
nary students on Monday afternoon, impressing 
upon them not only the value of foreign missions, 
but also encouraging these future ministers to 
enlighten themselves and their congregations on 
the subject. 
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NORTH CAROLINA 


Kirkwood, is one of the churches in Concord 
Presbytery organized in recent years, located in 
Shady Brook, a suburb of Kannapolis, N. C. Dr. 
J. E. Flow concluded an eleven-day evangelistic 
meeting on March 28, 1948, during which the 
church was greatly revived and encouraged. The 
visible results were eleven members received on 
profession of their faith in the Lord Jesus Christ 
—nine of whom were baptized and the other two 
were children of the covenant who had been bap- 
tized in infancy. The church is planning to build 
a manse and call a pastor for all his time. It is 
located in a growing community and has fine 
prospects for growth. 


A System Of Therapy 


By Carleton B. White, M.D. 


Dr. and Mrs. White are under appointment by our Foreign Missionary Committee to 
go to China and are now at Yale University in Language School. 


Ever since the Incarnate God walked among men, 
He has frequently been called “The Great Phy- 
sician.” Jesus’ prime ministry on earth was spiritual 


in nature, yet He often ministered to the physical 


needs of those who came to Him. This physical 
ministry in itself was two-fold in that while dealing 
with sin in the world, He also dealt with the result 
of sin in man as manifested by the healing of the 
crippled, the sick, the blind and even the raising 
of the dead. 


We, His followers, are the commissioned officers 
in His service. He has appointed us to preach the 
Gospel to every creature. Our primary ministry 
parallels His—it is to point out Christ Jesus to the 
world as the Savior of mankind from sin. To 
teach, to heal the sick and to cast out demons 
constitute our secondary mission, these being a min- 
istry to the physical needs of the world. 


Our Savior, the Great Physician, extended His 
physical ministry into every one of the specialty 
fields now existing in modern medical science. In 
the fields of Internal Medicine and General Sur- 
gery He dealt with leprosy and atrophy. In the 
field of Orthopedic Surgery He made the crippled 
to walk. As Gynecologist He healed a hemorrhage 
of twelve year’s duration. He excelled in the field 
of Pediatrics urging the little children to come 
unto Him. In the fields of Ophthalmology and 
Otorhinolaryngology He made the blind to see, 
the deaf to hear and the dumb to speak. His work 
touched upon every field of specialization, His 
cures were complete, His therapy was administered 
free and with compassion. 


In one field above all others He was supreme, 
and His work was so far-reaching that it extends 
to us today. In this field, His therapy is more ef- 
ficacious in bringing about cures than any other 
system of healing yet utilized. This is the very 
important and greatly needed field of Psychiatry. 


It is estimated that today 50 per cent of all 
illnesses are mental, and that an additional 20 
per cent of illnesses are influenced or aggravated 
in a greater or lesser degree by co-existing mental 
conditions. Indeed, it is felt by some authorities 


that no illness is free from some degree of mental — 
trauma. In the United States alone, more than 300 


patients are admitted to hospitals each day for 
treatment of mental illness, and an equal number 
receive out-patient. care. 


The present day precepts upon which the entire 
system of explanation and analysis of human be- 
havior, as well as the bases upon which the schools 
of psychotherapy are founded, all have stemmed 
from a materialistic philosophy which does not 
recognize even the existence of Almighty God, the 
Creator of mankind. Psychologists brand the “de- 
lusion” of Christian experience as a pathological 
mental mechanism called “projection.”’ 


It would seem that psychiatrists today are de- 


nying the very existence of their most powerful 
therapeutic agents. ‘Psychologists point out that 
each individual, regardless of race, class, sex, 
heritage, or other equalizing or unequalizing factors 
of life, has certain ,basic ‘needs, urges, or drives. 
These are variously designed and classified by 
different writers, but incorporated somewhat the 
following: 


1. The need for physical well being, such as 
freedom from hunger, thirst, pain, tension. 


2. The need for recognition as an individual of 
personal worth. 


3. The need for a feeling of security. 
4. The need for social contact or activities in- 


volving nurture of other members or society.” 
(Whitman, Mrs. V. ‘‘God’s Psychiatry,’’ Moody 


Monthly, 1946 46:12). 


Psychologists believe that when any or all of 
these basic needs cannot be satisfied, mental 
unbalance often resultus, and neurosis or even 
psychosis develops in the individual. 


Rich stores of assurance for us in the satisfac- 
tion of these basic needs of the soul of man are 
available to all. The appropriation and utilization 
of these therapeutic instruments in the hands of 
well trained and consecrated personnel, can effect 
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wonderful improvement and frequently can pro- 
duce complete cures of the one suffering from 
states of mental anxiety. 


What more effective assurance of fulfillment of 
the need for physical well being can any physician 
offer than the assurance offered by Jesus? “... I 
say unto you, take no thought for your life, what ye 
shall eat, or what ye shall drink; nor yet for your 
pody, what ye shall put on. ... Your heavenly 
Father knoweth that ye have need of all these 
things. But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and 
His righteousness, and all these things will be add- 
ed unto you.” (Matt. 6:25a, 32b, 33). Add to this 
the repeated assurance in these words: ‘‘God shall 
supply all your needs according to His riches in 
glory by Christ Jesus.” (Phil. 4:19). 


Again, what greater recognition of personal 
worth can be given than Christ gave? “Ye are the 
salt of the earth, ... ye are the light of the world.” 
(Matt. 5:13a). And, too, we are assurued of our 
personal worth when we are recognized as sons 
of God. “The Spirit itself beareth witness with 
our spirit, that we are the children of God: and 
if children, then heirs; heirs of God and joint- 
heirs with Christ...” (Rom. 8:15, 17a). 


What more powerful antidote for insecurity 
exists than the promise of our Lord? “I am the 
good shepherd, and I know my sheep ... I give 
unto them life; and they shall never perish, neither 
shall any man pluck them out of my hand.” (John 
10:14a, 28). Reinforce this promise with the fol- 
lowing assurance of security: “I am persuaded, that 
neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principali- 
ties, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to 
come, nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, 
shall be able to separate us from the love of God, 
which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.”’ (Rom. 8:38, 39). 


What keener altruism meets the demand for 


social contacts and for the necessity of serving — 


others, than the commands of Christ for humble 
service? “If I then, your Lord and Master, have 
washed your feet; ye also ought to wash one an- 
other’s feet. For I have given you an example, 
that ye should do as I have done unto you.” (John 
13:14, 15). Paul, too, exhorts to service. “Bear ye 
one another’s burdens, ... as we have therefore 
opportunity, let us do good unto all men.” (Gal. 
6:2a, 10a). | 


Examples can be multiplied throughout the Bible 
of the potent therapy which God has provided for 
the alleviation of mental anxiety. It is essential 
to observe that all these therapeutic agents are 
100 percent effective only when applied to those 
who have experienced the second birth. The pen- 
alty of misunderstanding what is meant by spiritual 
rebirth is heavy. In this life it “is nothing less than 
neurotic decay, embitterment, atrophy, and sterility. 


_ It is easy enough to drive the spirit out of the door; 
but when we have done so the salt of life grows 


flat, it loses its savor.’”? (Jung, Carl G., Humanity 
in Search of a Soul, Page 14). 


_ Why then has modern psychiatry failed to avail 
itself of so valuable a panacea for mental ill- 
health? Our question is answered by the Word 
of God: “Because that, when they knew God, 
they glorified Him not as God, neither were thank- 
ful; but became vain in their imaginations, and 
their foolish heart was darkened. Professing to 
themselves to be wise, they became fools.”? (Rom. 
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1:21, 22). “Their ears are dull of hearing, and their 
eyes they have closed; lest at any time they should 
understand with their heart, and should be convert- 
ed, and I should heal them.” (Matt. 13:15). 


Complete freedom from fear, complete absolution 
from the guilt of sin and from the penalty of sin 
is offered in God’s provision for atonement. The 
surest way to escape the miseries and consequences 
of mental sickness, is to know and to accept per- 
sonally the Bible teaching regarding sin and its 
atonement. 


_ “Search me, O God, and know my heart; try me, 
and know my thoughts; and see if there be any 
wicked way in me, and lead me in the way ever- 
lasting.”? (Psa. 139 :23, 24). 


BOOK REVIEWS 


60,000 Miracle Miles. By Hitchiker Herb Seal. 
Published by Revival Campaign, Inc., P. O. Box 6, 
Glendale, Cal. Price 50c. 


Blight Of Modernism In Methodist Sunday School 
Literature. By John M. Stanford, Cleveland, Tenn. 
Price 50c. Over a period of two and half years the 
author clipped modernistic teachings from vari- 
ous Methodist Sunday School publications. Here the 
author interprets these quotations pointing out 
their errors and heresies. The editor of the Sunday 
School literature would not grant the author the 
right to quote directly from these writings, thus 
showing that the boasted liberty of opinion main- 


tained in theory by the modernists is only a myth. 


A Protestant Primer. By Clarence Seidenspinner. 
Published by. The Tidings, 1908 Grand Avenue, 
Nashville 4, Tenn. A’ brief interpretation of the 
Christian religion viewed from the Protestant stand- 
point. Written from the liberal point of view. 


. The Story Of Daniel. By Mrs. Harriet I. Fisher. 
Published by The Moody Press, 153. Institute Place, 
Chicago 10, Ill. Price 25¢. The story of Daniel 
written in language that will appeal to growing 


boys and girls. ae 

Crossword Puzzles On The Parables Of Christ. 
By Rose Meyers. Published by The' Van Kampen 
Press, 542 South Dearborn Street, Chicago 5, Iil. 
Price 50c. The puzzles in this book cover 14 par- 
ables whien told. 


The Gospel Of Saint John. With Helps for 


Christian Workers. Arranged by Earl J. Edwards. 


Published by The Van Kampen Press, 542 South 
Dearborn Street, Chicago 5, Ill. 


This Man And This Woman. By Frederick W. 
Brink. Published by The Associated Press, 347 
Madison Avenue, New York 17, N. Y. Price $1.50. 
A book written for young people contemplating 
marriage. Discusses such questions as the engage- 
ment period, the marriage ceremony, and marriages 
that involve different religious faiths. 


-' When You’re Married. By W.’B. Ward. Published 
by The John Knox Press, Box 1176, Richmond 9, 
Va. Price 60c. A book of devotions:for newly mar- 
ried couples. | 
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